
ED'S EDITORIAL:

A RETURN TO 

SOLA SCRIPTURA

BY PASTOR ED VASICEK

Many Christians have never heard the Latin term, 
"Sola Scriptura." It means, simply, "Only Scripture" 
or "Scripture Alone." It  was probably the main war 
cry of the Reformation.
 Recent polls have revealed that fewer Americans 
claim to be Christian. And, although some forms of 
evangelicalism are growing in America, the cults 
(Mormonism and Jehovah Witnesses in particular) are 
growing at a fast rate. 
 One of the big questions Christians must ask is, 
"What is the final, infallible authority  to determine 
what I believe?" For some, the answer is, "What my 
parents taught me." For others, it is, "What my church 
teaches." For most evangelicals, it seems, the answer 
now is, "What my heart tells me is true." But for those 
of us who embrace Sola Scriptura, the answer is, 
"Our understanding of what the Scriptures clearly 

teach, fairly understood." 

When we say  that we embrace Sola Scriptura, we are 
not saying that the Scriptures are the only authority 
there is. The Scriptures themselves mention a variety 
of authorities, both in society and the church. What 
we are saying is that the Scriptures are the only infal-
lible authority. All other authorities are to be tested 
and (in the case of the church) corrected by the Scrip-
tures. Every attempt to add an infallible authority in 
addition to the Scriptures reduces the authority of the 
Scriptures. In such instances, the Bible always plays 
second fiddle, never first. We then begin to interpret 
the Scriptures by the authority rather than evaluate the 
authority by the Scriptures.
 The idea that the Scriptures are infallible and suf-
ficient (no other infallible authority is needed) is im-
plied in the Word itself. Take a look at 2 Timothy 
3:16-17, "All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful 
for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 
righteousness, so that the man of God may be thor-
oughly equipped for every good work."
 Note here that God has inspired ALL Scripture, 
that all of it is profitable for teaching (doctrine) and 
that the Scriptures thoroughly equip us. The Bible 
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(and its implementation) offers us everything we need 
for spiritual maturity.
 Find a similar concept in 2 Peter 1:3-4. Note that 
everything we need for spiritual life has been given us 
by God's power through His promises (His Word): 
"His divine power has given us everything we need 
for life and godliness through our knowledge of him 
who called us by his own glory and goodness. 
Through these he has given us his very great and pre-
cious promises, so that through them you may partici-
pate in the divine nature and escape the corruption in 
the world caused by evil desires."
 The Bible offers us everything we need for salva-
tion, according to 2 Timothy 3:15, "…and how from 
childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred 
writings, which are able to make you wise for salva-
tion through faith in Christ Jesus."
 This is not to say that the Bible answers all our 
questions. Indeed, the temptation is to find answers to 
theological questions in sources other than Scripture. 
Yet Deuteronomy 29:29 warns us to accept our areas 
of ignorance rather than gravitate toward developing 
beliefs from other spiritual authorities: "The secret 
things belong to the LORD our God, but the things 
that are revealed belong to us and to our children for-
ever, that we may do all the words of this law." We 
must content ourselves with the revelation of God's 
Word -- and the limits of that revelation. Otherwise, 
our insistent theological curiosity can become our 
downfall.
 And herein lies the problem. When we view other 
authorities as infallible (a hallmark of false religion), 
we are seeking answers to "the secret things" ques-
tions which "belong to the LORD our God…" And 
false religions have answers for about everything, 
which lures people looking for a sense of security. 
Part of our walk of faith is not having an answer for 
everything.
 Some religious groups go to the other extreme and 
forbid written doctrinal statements or creeds. This ap-
proach confuses authority with infallible authority.
 For example, God has given some authority  to 
church leaders (Hebrews 13:17). But that authority is 
not absolute -- nor without limit. If we take a creed, 
like the Apostles' Creed, it is NOT an infallible 

authority. But it  is an authority, and it is infallible to 
the degree that  it is consistent with the truths of Scrip-
ture. We believe that God is one being Who is Three 
Persons NOT because of the Nicene Council, but be-
cause the idea of the Trinity is consistent with and 
summarizes all the information found in Scripture.
 In Jude 3, Jesus' brother (Jude) not only urges us 
to "contend for the faith," but he also informs us that 
the most significant contents of "the faith" had al-
ready  been delivered in his day. He wrote, "Dear 
friends, although I was very eager to write to you 
about the salvation we share, I felt I had to write and 
urge you to contend for the faith that was once for all 
entrusted to the saints."
 Since the Scriptures are our final authority, it  is 
crucial for every Christian to know the Word. This is 
what keeps a church on target. When I preach, for ex-
ample, I work hard to try  to interpret the Scriptures 
fairly and objectively. But I make mistakes. I am fal-
lible. When the elders make decisions, we try our best 
to be Scriptural, but we make mistakes. Every be-
liever is a priest to God, and every believer has a right 
to inquire or challenge, based upon the Word of God 
(especially where the Word is clear).
 Supposedly "lost Gospels" (writing of heretical 
sects well after the time of Jesus) and "oral traditions" 
might be considered authorities for some, but they do 
not hold up  to examination in light of Scripture. They 
are certainly not dependable, infallible authorities.
The questionable must always be challenged by the 
sure. Everything is subject to the dividing sword of 
the Word:
 "For the word of God is living and active. Sharper 
than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to 
dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges 
the thoughts and attitudes of the heart."
 Evangelicalism has moved away from the Scrip-
tures. By some definitions, I am a conservative evan-
gelical; by  other definitions, I am a fundamentalist. 
But whatever label I wear, I am a firm believer in the 
authority of Scripture. Are you? 
If so, let us strive to be like the Psalmist  in Psalm 
119:98-100, "Your commands make me wiser than 
my enemies, for they are ever with me. I have more 
insight than all my  teachers, for I meditate on your 
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statutes. I have more understanding than the elders, 
for I obey your precepts."
 Our model? The Bereans in Acts 17:11, "Now the 
Bereans were of more noble character than the Thes-
salonians, for they received the message with great 
eagerness and examined the Scriptures every  day to 
see if what  Paul said was true." Let us follow that ex-
ample.  

God Demonstrates 
His Love on the 
Cross

By Pastor Brian Bill 
(Pontiac Bible Church, Pontiac, IL)

(From a sermon titled, "God's Timing Is Perfect")

You see, at just the right time, when we were still 
powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. Very rarely 
will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a 
good man someone might possibly dare to die. But 
God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While 
we were still sinners, Christ died for us (Romans 
5:6-8).
This past Wednesday  I taught the older boys in 
AWANA. Our topic was the importance of loving 
those who are near us and loving those who are diffi-
cult to be around. We all agreed that  the toughest 
thing in the world is to love our sisters! I asked them 
to tell me what they think about God's love. One boy 
responded with tears in his eyes: "You just can’t ex-
plain it."
 Isaac Watts wrote that amazing hymn, "At the 
Cross." The original has this line: "should He devote 
His sacred head for such a worm as I?" Worm is a 
strong word but that's exactly  how David described 
himself in Psalm 22:6: "But I am a worm and not a 

man…" Some hymn editor changed this language be-
cause it  seemed too strong. It was cleaned up a bit so 
it now says, "for sinners such as I." Some newer 
hymnals now contain these words: "Should He devote 
His sacred head for such a person as I?"
 As much as we try  to make ourselves look better 
than we are, apart from Christ we are helpless, hope-
less and horrible; undeserving, unbelieving and unin-
terested. As ungodly, impotent  and ugly sinners, we 
are indeed smelly before a Holy God. 
 God doesn't just love the beautiful or the good 
smelling people. Why  is that? Because there really 
aren't any beautiful people. The smell of our sin is 
repugnant to a holy God and yet He loves losers just 
like us. Now that we've established the truth about 
who we are, let's look at God's incredible solution to 
our impossible problem. Let's look at two questions 
from verses 7-8.
 1. Who would you die for? Take a look at verse 7: 
"Very  rarely  will anyone die for a righteous man, 
though for a good man someone might possibly dare 
to die."  As I've thought about this passage, I've won-
dered how many people I would be willing to die for. 
It's actually  just a handful. I would give my life for 
Beth, Emily, Lydia, Becca and Megan but probably 
not for our dog Charlie. Everyone's probably  willing 
to die for a few people, but certainly not for those we 
don't know, and for sure not for those who are weak, 
wicked and wayward. This verse is telling us that 
God's love is not like that; He went far beyond what 
we would do. We would never think of doing what He 
did.
 2. Who would die for you? This is a totally differ-
ent question. Do you have confidence that someone 
would step  in and take a bullet for you? Given the op-
portunity where you die or they die, how many would 
take your place? Loved ones, I can tell you defini-
tively that at least one person would do this because 
He already has. Look at verse 8: "But God demon-
strates His own love for us in this: While we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us." The emphasis is on the 
fact that we were still sinners when Christ died for us.
 The key phrase is "But God…" This is similar to 
Ephesians 2:4-5: "But because of his great love for us, 
God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with 
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Christ…" God took the first step. He didn’t wait for 
us to turn to Him because He knew we never would. 
The word "demonstrate" means to set together and 
was used of introducing or commending someone. It 
has the sense of showing, proving, or establishing. 
The wonder is not that Christ  should die for us – but 
that He should do so while we were powerless, while 
were ungodly, rebellious sinners! He didn’t die for his 
friends. He died for his foes. He died for those who 
crucified Him.
 The word "demonstrates" is in the present tense, 
meaning if you want to know how much God loves 
you right now, then go back to the Cross: If God 
loved me enough to give His Son to die for me when I 
was a spiritual loser, surely He loves me enough to 
care for me now that I am His child. Having given 
such a priceless gift as His Son, He will most defi-
nitely give all else that is consistent with His glory 
and my good. God's love is inexhaustible, incompara-
ble, and immeasurable. And like the young man at 
AWANA said, "You just can’t explain it." Look at  it 
this way. "Lord, how much do you love me?" "This 
much," he said. Then He stretched out His arms, 
bowed His head, and died.
 Richard Halverson is quoted as saying, "There is 
nothing you can do to make God love you more than 
He already  does." Let's ponder that together. We don't 
get more love when we perform good deeds or when 
we do the right things. Listen to the next part: "And 
there is nothing we can do to make God love us any 
less than He already does." That means that God 
doesn't remove His love from us when we get a bit 
rebellious. His love doesn't diminish even when we 
ditch Him.
 We can leave here this morning loving the fact 
that God loves us but we must do more than that. 
God's love must lead to some actions. 1 John 5:3: 
"This is love for God: to obey his commands. And his 
commands are not burdensome."
 The most obvious response to God's love is this: 
Be saved by your substitute. I want you to see some-
thing. Look at verse 6: "Christ died for the ungodly." 
Now notice verse 7: "for a righteous man." And I 
want you to see verse 8: "While we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us." This word in the Greek has the 

idea of a substitute and means "in place of, for the 
benefit of, on behalf of, and instead of." That means 
that Jesus died instead of us, taking the punishment 
we deserve. You see, the gospel is not just "God loves 
you." The gospel message is this, "God loves you 
weak, wicked and wayward sinner, at the cost of His 
Son who died on your behalf." 1 Timothy 1:15 cap-
tures why  Jesus came: "Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners-of whom I am the worst." Until 
you can say like Paul that you are the worst sinner, 
you can't  be saved. Have you called out like the man 
broken by the depth of his own depravity in Luke 
18:13? "But the tax collector stood at a distance. He 
would not  even look up to heaven, but beat his breast 
and said, 'God, have mercy on me, a sinner.'"
 Friend, if you are still in your sins, you are weak, 
wicked and wayward and you are in great  danger! But 
here's the good news. You are in a good spot because 
Jesus loves losers just like you, and just like me. In 
other words, you qualify for conversion. Listen to 
these words in Ephesians 2:4-5: "But because of his 
great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us 
alive with Christ even when we were dead in 
transgressions-it is by grace you have been saved." 
It's time to cry  out  to Christ and ask for mercy. By 
God's grace, that's what I did 27 years ago this past 
Tuesday. Don't put it off. The Bible says in 2 Corin-
thians 6:2: "…Now is the time of God’s favor, now is 
the day of salvation."
 And those of us who know the Lord need to fall 
more deeply in love with Jesus. One of the best ways 
to love the Lord more is to simply focus on the depth 
of your forgiveness. Jesus said it this way in Luke 
7:47: "…He who has been forgiven little loves little." 
For those of us who've been forgiven much, our un-
derstanding and experience of God's grace and love 
should reach new heights.
 Friend, don't  take God's love for granted and don’t 
stop growing and serving and loving the Lord. A full 
realization of what God has done for us in Christ is 
motivation to change the way we've been living.

Pastor Brian Bill serves the Pontiac Bible Church in 
Pontiac, Illinois, and has given us blanket permission 
to use his articles and sermons in The Body Builder. 

The Body Builder! ! page 4



MISSIONARY 
LETTER
From the AldridgesÉ
At the start of a new year, we often look back at the 
year just past and reflect upon all that the Lord has 
done for us.  The many blessings that have come our 
way, the lessons that we have learned.  Some have 
been easy while others have been a bit harder, but all 
have been useful.

 The big lesson has been trust – trusting our Lord 
through all things.  We know that the economic down-
turn has affected so many people.  We too have felt 
the impact.  Each day on the news we hear of this or 
that business going under, of people being laid off, 
and we wonder how is the Lord going to provide 
through all of this?  Yet, we trust the Lord to provide 
for us and trust that he is providing for those who are 
partners with us in this work.

 For us, one of the ways will be a new place to 
live.  We have been asked by some friends to house-
sit for them.  This will mean a lowering of monthly 
rent.  A big blessing as the rent in our present apart-
ment will soon be going up.  So, in April our address 
will be changing.  We will send our new address 
when we get officially moved.

 May the Lord bless all of you as He teaches and 
moves you to unexpected places.

Julie

Dear Friends,
In the New Living translation of the Bible, Paul in 
Romans 1:5 wrote: "Through Christ, God has given 
us the privilege and authority to tell Gentiles every-
where what God has done for them, so that they will 
believe and obey him, bringing glory to his name."  
The command to "go and make disciples" is often re-
peated.  Less frequent attention is given to the privi-
lege of engaging in that task.  In part, I think that it 
has something to do with the command "to go."  This 
charge has, in fact, made countless Christians nervous 

wondering if they should themselves go.  Much hand 
wringing has accompanied the preaching of the Great 
Commission.  Perhaps this is as it should be, but I do 
wonder, especially in light of the other side of that 
decree, the privilege of ministry.

 The concept of privilege takes us to the heart of 
the matter.  We all, if we enjoy the fruits of God's sav-
ing grace, have the privilege of sharing what God has 
done for us.  However, there is the matter of vocation 
and gifts here.  It has been my experience that most 
folks who enter full-time ministry have either a dis-
tinct call or, at a minimum, a deep sense of God's 
leading.  Simply put, all are not called to missions or 
fulltime ministry.  Yes, we are all called to witness, 
we all have the "privilege and authority" to share 
Christ, but not all are vocationally called to do so as 
pastors or missionaries.  Some then will have the 
privilege, or should I say the call, of the sharing of the 
gospel in the workplace, in the neighborhood, or 
through their work in the local church, while others 
will be called to the pastorate or into missions.

 I tried my hand at two other vocations before join-
ing the Wycliffe Bible Translators.  While I enjoyed a 
measure of success in both endeavors, neither ever 
felt like a privilege, as has my work in Bible transla-
tion.  Of course, it has been difficult, far more so than 
anything else Julie or I have ever done.  Not only 
have we missed out on family life, but also there have 
been moves, sickness in Africa, the challenges of lan-
guage learning and adjustment to a different culture, 
and a seemingly never-ending adaptation to new jobs 
and responsibilities.  Nevertheless, we have noted a 
pattern in all this of God's daily leading and providen-
tial care.  Each fork in the road and each new chal-
lenge deepened our faith and our ability to rebound 
with joy.  In a word, we began to discover the mean-
ing of privilege in ministry, no matter where or what 
we were doing.

 Through all this, there has also been a sense of 
knowing that this is exactly what God wants us to do.  
For us, that assurance has come in many ways.  One 
was our acceptance into Wycliffe in 1996.  Another 
was the commissioning to missions by our home 
church.  Yet another is the team of faithful senders 
that God has arrayed around us – that is, you.  Thus, it 
is our privilege together to bring God's Word, the Bi-
ble, to those who are still waiting.  Therefore, Julie 
and I would like to once again express our heart-felt 

The Body Builder! ! page 5



appreciation for your faithful and sacrificial support 
for we could not fulfill our vocational calling without 
your willingness to join with us.  It is our prayer that 
God will give you joy in serving, no matter where He 
may call you.

Yours in Christ, Boone

From the DawsonsÉ
Dear Family and Friends, 
How's your March going?  We're halfway through 
our March madness.  We are trying to limit our-
selves to only  essential activities...the problem is that 
there are quite a bit of them this month.  Please pray 
us through these next couple of weeks.  The results of 
our efforts won't  be immediately evident to us, but 
we're trusting God to bring good out of it all.  So far, 
we're feeling rather overwhelmed, but we're hanging 
in there.

"So do not worry, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 
'What shall we drink?' or 'What shall we wear?' For 
the pagans run after all these things, and your heav-
enly Father knows that you need them. But seek first 
his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these 
things will be given to you as well." -- Matthew 
6:31-33 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  
- We had the expected turnout for the Prayer Meeting 
for Bibleless peoples.  Please pray  the 28 people who 
attended would continue to intercede for Bibleless 
peoples, for peoples just receiving the Bible in their 
own language, and for those in the task of Bible trans-
lation. 
- Last Saturday's activities (high school open house, 
ATB Board meeting, Jessica and Valerie's respective 
Scout trips, and praise night at church) went well, but 
we were quite glad when Sunday rolled around. 
- The next few days include a funeral, a missions 
conference, and the English worship service, in ad-
dition to the normal activities. 
- On the home front, we've been working through de-
tails for Valerie's hospital stay at the end of April 
and Jessica's junior high school diploma dilemma.   

DETAILS 
THANK GOD FOR: 
- Christians willing to live beyond their borders. 
Sometimes I think the Christians around us are too 
focused on personal comfort rather than on what mat-
ters eternally.  We're glad for the 28 Christians who 
came out for the Prayer Meeting for Bibleless peo-
ples, but  wish that more had come out to join forces 
with us.   
- dedicated ATB Board members.  We praise God 
for Jean Furter, ATB Board Chairman.  He volunteers 
his time to help Matt head up ATB.
- a high-tech high school. In France, you pick the 
high school depending on what you want to study. 
 Jessica wants to study Chinese along with the scien-
tific academic track.  In our county, only one high 
school offers Chinese, and it's in Valence.  That's the 
one we visited.  The science and technology labs were 
pretty impressive.  Jessica will have to go through a 
selective process to be accepted as one of the 35 stu-
dents for the Chinese class.   

PLEASE PRAY FOR: 
- the three ATB missionaries who have lost close 
family members in the past three weeks.  I'll be at-
tending a funeral tomorrow for the mother of one our 
missionaries.  He was in the plane heading back to 
France when his mother passed away.   
- Matt's lunch meeting tomorrow with a local pastor 
to talk to him about joining ATB's board .  Please 
pray God would lead us to the right people for our 
board.  We could really use three more people, includ-
ing someone capable of being treasurer. 
- good contacts and visibility for ATB at a city-wide 
missions conference on Saturday.  I'll be manning the 
ATB stand in Orange, an hour south of Valence.  I've 
been busy  this week putting together the materials for 
the stand. 
- smooth insurance coverage for Valerie's hospital 
stay at the end of April. 

Thanks for "holding the ropes" for us.  We know your 
prayers make a difference, and we appreciate them, as 
well as you. 

Love and blessings, Janet, Matt, Jessica, & Valerie
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 Sunday Events:
 Early Service, 8:30 am
 Sunday School, 9:30 am 
 Morning Service, 10:30 am
 BASIC Youth Group, 6:00 pm
 Kids' FBI Club, 6:00 pm
 Jesus Lodge, 6:00 pm
 Evening Service, 6:30 pm

Winter Fun
at the 
Martins'

April 2009
1

Awana & SOL
6:00 pm

2
Ladies' Bible 
study, 12:15 
(parlor)

3 4
.

5 
Palm Sunday
Communion

Messianic Night

6

Ladies' Bible 
study, 6:15
(parlor)

7
Breakfast at 
Richard's, 8:00

Deaconess Mtg

8

(Spring Break)
NO Awana & 
SOL, 6:00 pm

9
Ladies' Bible 
study, 12:15 
(parlor)

10

Good Friday  
service,
6:00 p.m.

11

12  
Resurrection 
Sunday

No evening 
service

13

Ladies' Bible 
study, 6:15
(parlor)

14
Breakfast at 
Richard's, 8:00

Deacons' Mtg

15

Awana & SOL, 
6:00 pm

16
Ladies' Bible 
study, 12:15 
(parlor)

Elders' Mtg, 7:00

17

Loisch CEF 
Concert, 7:00

18
Flock Group 
Awesome, 5-7

19

Jesus Lodge, 
6:00

20

Ladies' Bible 
study, 6:15
(parlor)

21
Breakfast at 
Richard's, 8:00

Flock Grp at 
Deyoes

22

Awana Grand 
Prix 6:00 pm

23

Ladies' Bible 
study, 12:15 
(parlor)

24

Teen Camp 
Out

25

Teen Camp 
Out

26
ANNUAL CON -
GREGATIONAL 
MEETING & 
ELECTION OF 
OFFICERS

27

Ladies' Bible 
study, 6:15
(parlor)

28
Breakfast at 
Richard's, 8:00

29

Awana Store 
(LAST Meeting) 
& SOL, 6:00 pm 

30 

Ladies' Bible 
study, 12:15 
(parlor)
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