
ED'S EDITORIAL:

SPIRITUAL LAWS

YOU RARELY 

HEAR 
BY PASTOR ED VASICEK

Casting Crowns popularized a song titled, "In Me." A 
few weeks ago, Chris Floyd sang the number as an 
offertory. Some of the lyrics are, "How refreshing to 
know You don't need me. How amazing to find that 
you want me. So I'll stand on Your truth, and I'll fight 
with Your strength until You bring the victory, by  the 
power of Christ in me."

In an age of theological drought, I was impressed at 
the depth of these lyrics, lyrics that serve as a jumping 
board for today's article, "Spiritual Laws You Rarely 
Hear." These laws correct a popular -- but  weakened 
-- view of God.

The first law is suggested by the song cited above: 
God does not need you, but you need Him. The Scrip-
tures are clear on this:  "The God who made the world 
and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth 
and does not live in temples built by hands. And he is 
not served by  human hands, as if he needed anything, 
because he himself gives all men life and breath and 
everything else" Acts 17:24-25.  

God urges us to serve Him and He does love us; but 
He does not need us. Our church needs you. The 
Kingdom of God summons you to loyal service. But 
God's throne is assured -- with or without your coop-
eration! 

God doesn't need us, but we need Him. The Bible 
continues, "For in him we live and move and have our 
being" Acts 17:28a; "… in him all things hold to-
gether…" Colossians 1:17. Our every breath is de-
pendent upon the mercy and grace of God. The uni-
verse is held together at His discretion. He has no ob-
ligation, except His own promise.

Not only do we need God, but we make fools of our-
selves if we try to defy Him. If we attempt to hurt 
Him -- to get even with Him because we do not like 
the way He runs the universe or what He has allowed 
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in our lives -- we are the real losers. Note the futility 
of trying to "get even" with God:

"The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers 
gather together against the LORD and against his 
Anointed One. 'Let us break their chains,' they  say, 
'and throw off their fetters.' The One enthroned in 
heaven laughs; the Lord scoffs at them."

Indeed, our puny defiance is almost comical when we 
view the majesty of God. "He sits enthroned above 
the circle of the earth, and its people are like grass-
hoppers" Isaiah 40:22.

Yet, despite the fact that God does not need us, and 
despite the fact that we are fools to think that our pro-
tests pressure the Almighty (or somehow excuse us 
from full allegiance to Him), He still loves us. And 
He wants us to love Him and freely  give ourselves to 
Him. He desires us to love Him because we are over-
whelmed with His love for us, " We love because he 
first loved us" (1 John 4:19). We know He loves us 
not because of how comfortable our lives are -- or are 
not. But God proved His love at Calvary: "But God 
demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we 
were still sinners, Christ died for us."

Jesus' invitation stands: "All things have been com-
mitted to me by my Father. No one knows the Son 
except the Father, and no one knows the Father except 
the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal 
him. Come to me, all you who are weary and bur-
dened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon 
you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in 
heart, and you will find rest  for your souls" (Matthew 
11:27-29).

I am not saying God doesn't care if we serve Him or 
not -- He does. If we are one of His children by virtue 
of regeneration (the New Birth), He has a special love 
for us. Because of that love, when we turn away from 
Him, we can expect discipline: "My  son, do not de-
spise the LORD's discipline and do not resent his re-
buke, because the LORD disciplines those he loves, as 
a father the son he delights in (Proverbs 3:11-12)."

You always lose and never win by resisting God or 
distancing yourself from Him. It is a lose-lose propo-
sition. So "have it out" with God, as David did in the 
Psalms. Argue your case, as Job did. But don't cut off 
your nose to spite your face. You need God. He 
doesn't need you. Don't forget that!

The second law is not mentioned in the song, but 
needs to be broadcast: You do not need to like every-
thing about  God to trust Him.  Personally, I could list 
a number of things I do not like about God. I do not 
like that He sends people to the Lake of Fire. I do not 
like that He allows suffering and horrible miseries in 
lives of relatively decent people (note: there are no 
"good" people in God's eyes).  I do not like the doc-
trine of election or the teaching that there is only one 
way to God, Jesus Christ. I do not like these things, 
but I believe them.

One winter day, I was walking in the church parking 
lot when I hit a sheet of "black ice." I danced like a 
Russian Cossack, but I eventually hit the ground. The 
law of gravity took me down. I did not like the law of 
gravity at that point in time, but it just IS. I could not 
eliminate it by refusing to believe in it. What is IS. 
The same is true with God.

Our theological beliefs are not based on what we want 
to believe, but rather upon what we believe to be true. 
The dichotomy between the "religious" and "real" is 
foreign to Scripture. God is the way He is. I am not 
going to change Him by believing otherwise. My 
convictions are not something I can just make up  or 
alter at will or by a poll -- they are based upon the in-
fallible Word of God.

The Psalmist in Psalm 73 did not appreciate what God 
was allowing. He was frustrated that some evil people 
prospered while some good people were in misery. He 
eventually processed his frustration and renewed his 
commitment to walk with God. The text reads:  "For I 
envied the arrogant when I saw the prosperity of the 
wicked. This is what the wicked are like  -- always 
carefree, they increase in wealth. Surely in vain have I 
kept my heart pure… When my heart was grieved and 
my spirit embittered, I was senseless and ignorant; I 
was a brute beast before you. Yet  I am always with 
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you; you hold me by my right hand. You guide me 
with your counsel, and afterward you will take me 
into glory. Whom have I in heaven but you?  And 
earth has nothing I desire besides you. My flesh and 
my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart 
and my portion forever. Those who are far from you 
will perish; you destroy all who are unfaithful to 
you." Psalm 73:2-27, passim

Sometimes people who present themselves as atheists 
or agnostics make such a claim not out of intellectual 
conviction but rather from emotional bitterness. When 
they  talk about why they  don't believe in God, they 
are not cold and calculating: they are emotional as 
they  bring up babies dying of starvation or natural 
disasters that cruelly destroy lives. How could they be 
so upset at someone they do not believe exists? If you 
listen between the lines, what you are really hearing is 
this: "God, I defy  You.  I hate how You are, so I am 
not going to believe in You."  Much atheism is an at-
tempt to punish God because individuals hate who 
God is and the way He runs the universe.

It is not natural for a person to be drawn to the TRUE 
God. That is why some try to remake God into an 
"unconditionally loving" god, a weak god who is not 
really in charge of what happens -- a god who is des-
perate for help to stay on the throne.

Although humans are religious by  nature, Paul tells us 
that it is not human nature to seek the true  God, "As 
it is written: 'There is no one righteous, not even one; 
there is no one who understands, no one who seeks 
God" (Romans 3:10-11).

The true God (and I want to emphasize the word 
"true") seems foolish and unattractive to the person 
who has not been born again: "But a natural man does 
not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are 
foolishness to him; and he cannot understand them, 
because they are spiritually appraised" (1 Corinthians 
2:14).  

Because we are sinners, we are hostile toward the true 
God, "The mind of sinful man is death, but the mind 
controlled by  the Spirit  is life and peace; the sinful 
mind is hostile to God. It does not submit to God's 

law, nor can it do so. Those controlled by the sinful 
nature cannot please God" (Romans 8:6-8).

God can work miracles. By means of the New Birth 
(John 3:1-18), He works in our hearts to create faith 
within us -- and He brings us to spiritual life (Ephesi-
ans 2:1-10). We are drawn to the true God -- despite 
our natural dislike for Him. We begin to love and trust 
Him. And we learn to accept that He is God and we 
are not. His ways are higher than ours (Isaiah 55:8-9). 
The Lord still confuses us, but we choose to walk 
through the storms with Him, perplexed but still trust-
ing. We may not like certain decisions God makes, 
but we begin to understand that we are the ones with 
the problem, not Him.  

Slice of Infinity

SEEDS, BANQUETS, 
PRODIGALS?
by Jill Carattini

God is so often not the God we expect, and often it 
is shocking to discover it.  God comes near and of-
fends our sense of understanding; God affronts our 
categories and overturns our sense of familiarity.  Je-
sus does the same; quite particularly  in the language 
of the parables.  With his stories, he offends disciples, 
scribes, and crowds alike.  With the same stories, he 
continues to jar hearers awake and move followers 
near.

The Greek word for parable literally means "a placing 
beside."  It is a comparison of one thing beside an-
other, an association of pictures that teaches.  In a 
wider sense, the parable is a figurative discourse, a 
riddle full of light and shadows.  In his parabolic lan-
guage, Jesus vividly  lays a full and layered picture 
beside us:  The kingdom of heaven is like a man who 
sowed good seed; it is like yeast, or a mustard seed, 
or a master who prepared a great banquet.  His com-
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parisons often offer simple scenes or everyday im-
ages, and yet they  are bafflingly difficult.  How on 
earth is the kingdom of heaven like a seed?

We are pulled into a parable on multiple levels.  At 
the narrative level, there are countless nuances and 
peculiarities that compel us to listen and question.  
We react  to the characters before us—to the foolish 
prodigal son and what almost seems a foolishly lov-
ing father, to the master of a great banquet and the 
guests that cruelly shun him.  But we also react to the 
character of God on some level, his kingdom and its 
economy.  How is this forgiving, welcoming father 
like our heavenly Father?  How am I like his wasteful 
son or this frustrated older brother?  And how, then, 
does this image call me to live?  We are jarred awake 
by a story; but so we are moved to reckon with its 
implications.

In other words, we are moved to reckon with nothing 
less than the kingdom of God among us and the one 
proclaiming it.  The parables were not  just spoken by 
anyone; they were spoken by Jesus of Nazareth, 
whose preaching fulfilled the cry of Isaiah and the 
promise of a savior:  "[T]he people living in darkness 
have seen a great  light; on those living in the land of 
the shadow of death a light has dawned" (Isaiah 9:1-2, 
Matthew 4:16).

As with his preaching, the parables of Jesus call hear-
ers to respond to the presence of God today, the king-
dom in our midst, the person standing before us.  We 
are remiss to interpret the parabolic language of 
Christ apart from his entire ministry, his shocking nar-
ratives apart from his shocking death, or the peculiar 
notion of the kingdom he describes apart from the un-
fathomable notion of his resurrection, which touches 
both this world and the next.  Like Isaiah before the 
throne, our former visions of God are undone by the 
God in our presence. 

God will not let us remain blinded by our ideas of 
who God is.  A prayer by  Walter Brueggemann ex-
presses the power of our expectations and the danger 

of clinging to them:

We are your people and mostly  we don't  mind, 
except that you do not fit any of our categories.  
We keep pushing and pulling and twisting and 
turning, trying to make you fit  the God we would 
rather have and every time we distort you that 
way we end up with an idol more congenial to 
us.(1)

The parables draw pictures that, like Jesus, turn eve-
rything upside down, exposing idols that look curi-
ously like us.  It is in the light of his words that we 
see the insufficiencies of our own perceptions and the 
incongruence of our behavior.  Like the one who 
voiced them, the parables order a mandatory refram-
ing of perspective.  "Thus it is with the kingdom of 
God," Jesus declares, and he overturns our worlds like 
the money-changers' tables.  Jesus calls those who 
will see to see, and sometimes it is a call for a differ-
ent way of thinking.  Other times it  demands an en-
tirely new frame of reference.  But he is always 
calling.  For whomever God is in our minds must 
always be shattered by who God is. 

(1) Walter Brueggemann, Awed to Heaven, Rooted in 
Earth (Minneapolis: Augsburg Fortress, 2003), 35.

Jill Carattini is managing editor of A Slice of Infinity 
at Ravi Zacharias International Ministries in Atlanta, 
Georgia.

("Seeds, Banquets, Prodigals?" by Jill Carattini, A 
Slice of Infinity, No. 1214, originally  printed 26, 
August, 2009 (www.rzim.org). Used by  permission of 
Ravi Zacharias International Ministries.
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MISSIONARY 
LETTERS
From the DawsonsÉ
August 20, 2009
Dear Family and Friends,

How's the summer heat affecting you?  You'd think 
that, having lived in Africa, we'd be OK with the heat, 
without air-conditioning.  That's what I thought when 
I was freezing this summer in the A/C in the U.S.  
Well, I thought wrong.  The heat is really  getting to 
us.  We're not eating well, cooking well, sleeping 
well, nor working well.  On top of the heat, Matt and 
Valerie are fighting allergies, and I'm fighting my re-
curring old problem.  Please pray for us to keep our 
eyes focused on God and on the work He'd have us 
to do.  He knows our limits and guides us as our Good 
Shepherd.

Matt has been back in the office full-time since last 
week.  With our girls still out of school, I only went in 
Monday afternoon; otherwise, I've been keeping up 
with emails from home, answering various questions. 

We have two ATB missionary couples coming to the 
office to debrief and discuss their assignments with us 
in the home office:
- The Toumieux are coming this Saturday  through 
next Tuesday.  Heesuk works in literacy for the Serere 
people, and Eric will work in Vision-Sharing for SIL-
Senegal.
- The Bridonneaus are coming next Wednesday.  They 
spent two years in Bible stories recording and linguis-
tic research in Mali, but are now moving to Asia, their 
planned, long-term, mission field where they will 
eventually work in Bible translation and Scripture 
use.
Please pray we would be healthy  enough to have 
productive, uplifting times with them.
We praise God again for the apartments above the 

ATB office in which we can house them.  Hopefully, 
it will be less hot there than at our place.

Thank you for your concern, not just for our work, 
but for us as people.  
Love and blessings,
Janet, Matt, Jessica, & Valerie

From Spanish World MinistriesÉ
Obeying and proceeding with God's mission require 
that His people move forward.   God said to: Noah, 
"Go into the arkÉ" (Gen.7:1); Abraham, "Go forthÉ 
to the land that I will show you" (Gen 12:1-2); Moses 
"tell the children of Israel to go forward" (Exodus 
14:15).  Likewise Jesus told his followers: "Go into 
all the world and preach the gospel" (Mark 16:15).

When God gives His people a directive, there is no 
scriptural precedent where He tells them to back 
down from the mission.  His mission, then, should 
never be impeded by human circumstances.  Because 
we believe this with all of our hearts, and finding our-
selves in the midst of tremendous financial con-
straints, we, at Spanish World Ministries, with great 
dependence on the Lord, have begun an ongoing pro-
ject that we have designated as "Operation For -
ward" , asking Him to raise many others that will go 
with us to participate in the proclamation of His 
Word to many people.

Every Saturday and Sunday evening, many in Cuba 
are able to hear our program through Transworld Ra-
dio.  Ernesto wrote to our address in Mexico, telling 
us that he had received Christ as Savior.  He also re-
quested literature for his spiritual growth.  Several 
months after our missionary in Mexico sent some ma-
terials to him, Mayelin, our missionary in Cuba, went 
to visit him.  At his house she was told that he had 
passed away.  Thank God that he had heard the Gos-
pel and responded!  The visit was an opportunity for 
our missionary to present the Gospel to his sister, who 
although did not make a profession of faith, has now 
heard the message and we pray that eventually will 
respond as Mayelin visits her again.

In Peru, a doctor who attends the same church as our 
missionary Rene Hurtado is fully convinced that the 
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radio programs can reach people who desperately 
need to hear the Gospel.  That is why, although this 
doctor doesn't own a radio station, he asked Rene for 
CDs to share the message of hope with people at the 
hospital where he works.  One of those who received 
a CD was Miguel, a young man struggling with can-
cer.  A few days later, our missionary visited Miguel 
and explained in detail what the Bible says about 
man's eternal destiny.  For one hour Miguel, the 
nurses, and a doctor that was there, listened to the 
Gospel. Then, Miguel accepted the Lord as his per-
sonal Savior, and a few days later, went into His pres-
ence.  Some of the nurses have asked Rene Hurtado to 
share with them more about the Gospel.  Praise the 
Lord for opening these doors for ministry!

Hearing of cases like those above, we cannot imagine 
God wanting to limit our mission and direct us to sus-
pend the ministry, and in effect, take a step backward.  
Rather, as responsible stewards of God's mission, we 
firmly believe that He wants us to continually go 
FORWARD with the proclamation of His Word.  
Cuba, Honduras, Guatemala, and Peru are only four 
of the 23 countries where our broadcasts are heard.  
We do not take His mission lightly, and we rejoice in 
His provision through those who sustain us with their 
prayers and financial gifts.

Come with us, and let us go FORWARD! for the 
glory of God in Christ and the salvation of souls!

From Wes LoischÉ

August 2009
Dear Pastor Ed and Church Family,

This summer God taught me how to pray; not to give 
flowery, pretty prayers in public, but to really pray.  
To pray with the faith that my prayers have gone to 
the Father and are being answered, even as the words 
roll off my tongue.  To pray knowing that God's will 
is best and that I am in His great plan even if His an-
swer isn't what I want.  To pray continually and joy-
fully for what He has chosen to bless me so bounti-
fully with.

God has also taught me to never put Him in a box, to 
never downsize Him.  He is so much bigger than I can 

ever imagine.  He has shown me this from a recent 
trip.  This July I had the privilege of traveling to Little 
Rock, Arkansas, for a blitz of the city.  One hundred 
and nine trained CEF volunteers from 26 different 
states came together to partner with churches and 
reach the youth of Little Rock.  The results of this 
outreach are mind-boggling.  We partnered with 30 
different churches and 400 church volunteers to 
spread the gospel to  1,874 children through 90 5-Day 
Clubs.  Of those 1,874 children, 237 were counseled 
and professed Christ as their personal Savior, and 567 
were enrolled in the CEF discipleship program.  In 
addition to children being counseled, there were 15 
adults who were counseled and also professed Christ!  
Also, on Friday night 1,000 people came to CEF-
sponsored rallies and heard the gospel.  God truly ac-
complished more than I could have imagined that 
week, but He is not finished!

As a result of how impressed churches were, there 
will be many Good News Clubs starting this school 
year and even non-participating churches are becom-
ing excited about this ministry.  CEF of Arkansas was 
also asked to train all the children's workers for an 
upcoming Luis Palau outreach in Little Rock.  As if 
this was not enough, God set it up so that Good 
Morning America came and videoed an entire club; 
the most amazing part happened when one of the 
camera men asked when the invitation was so he 
could video it.  The program will be aired in about 
three weeks.  

God has truly shown Himself to many children this 
year, and I have faith that He has even greater things 
in store for me and CEF in the coming years.

Continuing for Christ's Kingdom,
Wes Loisch

P.S. A special note from the directors, Bonnie and 
Larry Habegger.  The Christian Youth in Action 
(CYIA) and Summer Internship Fund has ended the 
year with a deficit of close to $4000.  Would you pray 
about the possibility of a special financial gift to the 
CYIA and/or Internship Fund to help us end the year 
in the positive?  This will also help make it possible 
for CEF to continue this exciting opportunity for 
youth to teach children about the Gospel in the future.
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 Sunday Events:
 Early Service, 8:30 am
 Sunday School, 9:30 am 
 Morning Service, 10:30 am
 BASIC Youth Group, 6:00 pm
 Jesus Lodge, 6:00 pm

Interchange (Post-high school and twentysomethings)
- campfire and hot dog roast
- Saturday, September 5, 7-10 pm
- at Watsons (5720 N 300 W, Sharpsville)

Yes, We Can
- Sunday, Sept 13
- Meet at HPC at 1:00
- For youth grades 7-12
- Collect canned goods for the Rescue Mission
- Finish at Bible Baptist at 5:00

September 2009
2 3 4 5

Interchange
Hot dog roast
7-10 pm
at Watsons

6

No evening 
service

7

LABOR DAY

No Ladies'
Bible study

8
Breakfast at 
Richard's, 8:00

Deacons' Mtg, 
7:00

9

Awana starts, 
6:15 p.m.

10 

Ladies' Bible 
study, 12:15
(parlor)

11 12

13

YES, WE CAN - 
Meet at 1:00 at 
HPC

Jesus Lodge

14

Ladies' Bible 
study, 6:15
(parlor)

15 
Breakfast at 
Richard's, 8:00
Flock Grp #1
Baby shower, 
6:30

16 

Awana, 6:15 

17
Ladies' Bible 
study, 12:15
(parlor)

Elders' Mtg, 7

18 19 

20

Jesus Lodge

21

Ladies' Bible 
study, 6:15
(parlor)

22
Breakfast at 
Richard's, 8:00

23

Awana, 6:15

24

Ladies' Bible 
study, 12:15
(parlor)

25 26

27

No evening 
service

28

Ladies' Bible 
study, 6:15
(parlor)

29
Breakfast at 
Richard's, 8:00

30

Awana, 6:15

1
Breakfast at 
Richard's, 8:00

Deaconesses' 
Mtg, 6:30
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SONBURST SUMMER
Dinner Dance

(Photos courtesy of Esther Moulder.)
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