
ED'S EDITORIAL:

COMFORTABLE 

WITH LIFE
(Ecclesiastes 3:1-15)

BY PASTOR ED VASICEK

Back in the 1960's, The Byrds issued a record enti-
tled, "Turn, Turn, Turn." It was a paraphrase of Eccle-
siastes 3:1-8 (a beautiful passage), which reads:

There is a time for everything, and a season 
for every activity under heaven: a time to be 
born and a time to die, a time to plant  and a 
time to uproot, a time to kill and a time to 
heal, a time to tear down and a time to build, a 
time to weep and a time to laugh, a time to 
mourn and a time to dance, a time to scatter 
stones and a time to gather them, a time to 
embrace and a time to refrain, a time to search 
and a time to give up, a time to keep and a 
time to throw away, a time to tear and a time 
to mend, a time to be silent and a time to 

speak, a time to love and a time to hate, a time 
for war and a time for peace.

The fear of life is often seen in resisting change and 
living in denial of the seasons of life. If we try to fight 
the seasons of life rather than accept them, we will 
miss the blessings God has for us -- and we will fail 
to mature as much as we could have. We need to em-
brace life and the wonder of being human. Solomon 
offers us some great advice in this area, and I will at-
tempt to sum up this advice in two concepts.

First, do not try to circumvent the normal life cy-
cle, but embrace it. God has ordained that mankind 
typically experience a variety  of the seasons and ex-
periences of life. Not everyone has the opportunity to 
grow old (some die at birth), to marry, or have chil-
dren. Some escape being influenced from the ravages 
of war. But Solomon is talking about the sorts of 
things life typically involves.

I do not think Solomon is saying everything is predes-
tined, although some interpreters understand him to 
be saying just that. Although I believe in God's sover-
eignty and I certainly believe some things are predes-
tined, I am not among those who believe God deter-
mined which pair of socks I put on this morning. Yet I 
respect those who disagree with me on this point (no-
body's perfect).
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Verse 1 ("Éa time for everything") does not encour-
age fatalism (as in the song, "Que Ser‡, Ser‡"), but 
rather a realistic picture of the nature of life. Life is 
not one good time after another, nor is it one misery 
after another. Some eras of life are happier than oth-
ers, but we never know what is around the corner: 
pleasant surprises or heart-breaking news.

Most young adults -- including myself when I was in 
my twenties -- are idealistic. To be forewarned about 
the disappointments and nature of life can help lessen 
frustration. Nothing brings frustration more than un-
met expectations. That's one reason it is good to have 
friendships across the generations -- it  helps us em-
brace realistic expectations.

The implications of these verses seem obvious: God's 
children should participate fully  in what it means to 
be human, sin excepted.  They should not expect chil-
dren to act like adults, nor should they fear aging.  We 
ought to adjust to the realities of life as we experience 
it. 

Life is to be lived, not escaped from. In Ecclesiastes 
7:14, Solomon enlightens us further: "In the day of 
prosperity  be happy, but in the day of adversity  con-
sider -- God has made the one as well as the otherÉ"  
We should thoroughly  enjoy the good times, but we 
should not be na•ve enough to believe they can be ex-
tended through all eras of life. God leads us into 
rough waters at times.

In his sermon on dealing with trials, Nashville pastor 
Byron Yawn points out:

For most, especially American Christians, 
even the remotest suggestion that there 
could be value in our suffering is viewed 
as uncaring and insensitive. We have been 
conditioned by our culture to believe the 
opposite. A collective attitude that exalts 
comfort and views personal happiness as 
the end of all things has blurred our per-
spective. There is no place for pain in 
American Christianity. 

Because of this distorted perception, we 
rarely stop to search for the 'hand of God' 
in the midst of our trouble. Seeking to un-
derstand God's purposes in our pain is all 
but foreign. As a result, embracing pain's 
role in our sanctification is usually the far-
thest thing from our minds.

We are out for our short term good; God is out for our 
long term good and development.

But Solomon does not just remind us of life's varied 
experiences, he also offers us a theological frame-
work in which to interpret those experiences, which 
leads us to his second piece of advice.

Second, although you may not understand God's 
ways, enjoy life with God at your side. Note Eccle-
siastes 3:9-15:

What  does the worker gain from his toil? I 
have seen the burden God has laid on men. He 
has made everything beautiful in its time. He 
has also set  eternity in the hearts of men; yet 
they cannot fathom what  God has done from 
beginning to end. I know that there is nothing 
better for men than to be happy and do good 
while they live. That everyone may eat and 
drink, and find satisfaction in all his toilÑthis 
is the gift  of God. I know that everything God 
does will endure forever; nothing can be added 
to it  and nothing taken from it. God does it  so 
that men will revere him. Whatever is has al-
ready been, and what  will be has been before; 
and God will call the past to account.

Sometimes people think that because I am a pastor, I 
understand or like everything that God does or says. I 
do not. Rather than redefine God into a more man-
ageable deity, I recall the words of Isaiah 55 8:  "'For 
my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your 
ways my ways,' declares the LORD. 'As the heavens 
are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than 
your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.'"

We live by faith, not by understanding everything 
about God. We should vigorously seek to understand 
what He has revealed in His Word, but beyond that -- 
we are all confused.
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Solomon tells us to find the beauty in the seasons of 
life (see verse 11). I think Paul the Apostle elaborates 
on this point in Philippians 4:8, when he tells us to 
"think on these [beautiful] things." Sometimes the 
beauty is pleasure and enjoyment; sometimes the 
beauty is development and growth; sometimes the 
beauty is giving to others; and sometimes the beauty 
is aesthetic or creative (as in the arts, drama, and mu-
sic, for example). What can be more beautiful than 
watching children play or viewing a glowing sunset?

The Jewish Rabbi known as Rav held a similar view-
point. Brad Young summarizes his view, "One will be 
judged not only for sins committed against Torah but 
also for pleasures in life that were neglected because 
of a false religious abstinence. The sense of joy in liv-
ing comes from the creation. God created the world 
and pronounced His work good. Each person is re-
sponsible for enjoying the goodness of God and will 
be judged for seeing but not eating."

Solomon also encourages us to take the eternal per-
spective: "He has also set eternity in the hearts of 
men; yet they cannot fathom what God has done from 
beginning to end." Human beings instinctively know 
that this life is not all there is. Some have distorted 
this instinct to teach reincarnation, others, into a 
shadowy existence in Hades (the Greeks). Christians 
and Jews understand the realities of heaven and hell.

It is BECAUSE God has set eternity in our hearts that 
we look for a lasting purposeÉand why  Solomon 
struggles throughout Ecclesiastes to lay hold of it. 
This is why philosophers become frustrated with their 
lack of genuine resolution to the meaning of life. We 
are not going to find satisfaction through observation 
or speculation, as Solomon continues to show us; it is 
only through God's revelation (His Word and the in-
carnation of the Son) that we can find real meaning. 
Alternatives are conjured, false, strained, and do not 
satisfy.

Solomon concludes that, although it is easy to become 
disenchanted with the seeming futility of life, we 
must trust God because we will all answer to Him 
(15). Sometimes the best argument still is, "Because 
the Bible says so."

The fear of life is often seen in resisting change and 
living in denial of the seasons of life. If we try to fight 
the seasons and experiences of life rather than accept 
them, we will miss the blessings God has for us and 
we will fail to mature as we should. We need to em-
brace life and the wonder of being human.

Ultimately, God is the only  Rock we can hold on to. 
Everything else is temporal, shifting, or monotonous. 
Rather than fear life, we need to wrestle with our 
doubts and doggedly trust God -- enjoying the legiti-
mate pleasures He makes available to us.  
  

A PRAYER FOR 

SPIRITUAL GROWTH
by Ed Vasicek

Gracious and merciful God,
How I praise You for saving me and delivering me 
from the Kingdom of Darkness and translating me 
into the Kingdom of Light. But sometimes, Lord, I 
feel as though I were in some sort of twilight 
kingdomÉ.not exactly in the darkness, but not ex-
actly basking in the light of Your Son, either. I can see 
well enough to keep from bumping into things as 
though I had a few lumens of candlelight, but thatÕs 
about it.

Yet, Lord, You want me to experience Your bright and 
satisfying light. Like the psalmist of old, I pray, 
LORD, for an undivided heart (Psalm 86:11). I want 
to serve You, but my desire is weak and fickle. At 
times, I want You to be among the gods of my life, 
not the only LORD and God. At other times, I really 
do not care that much. Sometimes it hardly  bothers 
me that You are not first in my life. I am distracted 
with pressing matters, and You can wait.

The truth is that You can wait and You do wait, but I 
lose so much when You are less than God in my life. 
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Our relationship could be so much stronger, and how 
much more blessed I would be. How I could glorify 
You more than I do!

I want to grow out of this compromised state and ex-
perience the freedom of being intent on one purpose, 
glorifying and pleasing You. I want to seek first Your 
Kingdom and Your Righteousness and enjoy the 
blessings of life with You as Lord of my life in prac-
tice, not name only.

So, Lord, spur me on to growth. I donÕt need to make 
more decisions. I canÕt keep track of them all as it  is. I 
want to enter into training, into a regiment, a holy 
routine that helps me to grow steadily. Slowly, per-
haps, but steadily. Keep me from looking for quick 
fixes or novel experiences. Help me to know the dif-
ference between adrenaline in my bloodstream and 
the working of Your Spirit. Help  me see the power of 
faithfulness and reject the temporary enthusiasm of 
more Òdecisions.Ó

May I cease looking for that Òone missing partÓ or a 
Òspiritual secret.Ó  May I realize that there are many 
missing parts, but walking with You on a daily basis 
is where the growth comes from.

I must choose daily to take up my cross: I cannot set 
up a system that will force me to grow against my 
own daily will.

So, Father, help me connect to You in a better way. 
Help me spend time in Your Word. Help me connect 
to a good Sunday School class or Bible Study. May I 
attend a Bible-oriented church faithfully and enter the 
building with a heart that craves to learn. Help me to 
commit myself to get involved and serve in a minis-
try; I know a body of water that only  receives but 
does not move water along becomes stagnant.

Help me develop a consistent, even if short, prayer 
life. Help  me seek opportunities to share Christ with 
others. Help me read up on foreign missions and pray 
for those I know who have been thusly called.

Renew my enthusiasm for You as I seek not new ex-
periences, but new routines that will nurture my faith 
and my walk with You. Help me realize in practice 

what I am legally before You: a true citizen of the 
Kingdom of Light, the Kingdom of Your dear Son.

For I pray in JesusÕ Name,
Amen.

One of many prayers posted on our church's website. To 
see others, log onto www.highlandpc.com/prayers

MISSIONARY 
LETTERS
From the Dawsons…
September 17, 2009
Dear Family and Friends,
Do you ever have weeks where your evenings, as well 
as days, are filled with meetings?  It's been one of 
those weeks for us.  Between England, ATB, church, 
and parent/school meetings, we are READY for the 
upcoming weekend where no meetings (other than 
Sunday worship service) are scheduled!

MEETINGS IN ENGLAND
Matt arrived back home last Saturday night from 
three days of meetings for the European Training 
Board.  There were good discussions about the new 
training programs coming up in France and in Africa.  
Some decisions were also made to help reduce the 
overhead of the training structure but will still allow 
good coordination between the various training 
entities.  Matt also got to visit with some old friends 
and spend an evening playing snooker, just like his 
hero Andy Capp (well, maybe not JUST like him).

PROOFREADERS WORKSHOP AT ATB
This week in the ATB office, we have a training ses-
sion for translation proofreaders.  These are volun-
teers spread around France who work with Wycliffe's 
English-to-French translation service, coordinated 
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from ATB, with Matt as Director.  Although we are 
not involved in the 'technical' side of their work, Matt 
manages the three translators who are based in the 
office.

COTE D'IVOIRE: NOT JUST IN THE PAST
One ATB ministry I have, about which we don't talk 
much since it's sporadic, is helping Wycliffe mission-
aries in Africa obtain books in French.  Some books, 
specific to Bible translation, are stocked at our office.  
Last Friday, I had a short-notice order come from one 
colleague in C™te d'Ivoire, so I lugged a load of books 
to the post office.  They are books she and her univer-
sity students will use in the Bible translation curricu-
lum in Abidjan.  It's a special treat for me to be able to 
help  our friends in our former field of assignment.  
Please pray the books arrive on time and in good 
condition.

STILL SETTLING INTO SCHOOL
I had three school-related meetings this past week.  
We're discovering the French system as we go.  We're 
still waiting on lockers for the girls at school.  Valerie 
needs one since, with her corset, it's painful to carry a 
heavy backpack.  Jessica needs one since we suspect 
her knee problems are caused, or at least aggravated, 
by carrying a heavy backpack.  Please pray for their 
bodies to be strong and not be negatively  impacted 
while we wait.  We praise the Lord that both girls 
seem to be doing well so far socially and academi-
cally at school.

We thank you for partnering with us in these various 
services which support the task of Bible translation!

"Each one should use whatever gift he has received to 
serve others, faithfully administering God's grace in 
its various forms." -- 1 Peter 4:10

Love and blessings,
Janet, Matt, Jessica, & Valerie

serving with Association Traduire la Bible (ATB - Wy-
cliffe France)
Matt: Director
Janet: Personnel Coordinator

   (Matt, the pizza chef!)

From the Moores…

September 2009
Dear Partners,

Warm greetings again to all of you there at Highland 
Park.  We thank you again for your prayers and finan-
cial partnership, and we're really looking forward to 
seeing you again when we get up next month for our 
annual Hoosier month!

I'd like to share with you some praise to the Lord for 
the way He has provided for our needs.  We've tech-
nically been retired for a few years, and our income is 
low enough that the IRS told us to stop sending in-
come tax returns.

So, how are we getting along with this limited in-
come?  We do get a little Social Security.  Our com-
fortable little modular home is all paid for!  Our car is 

The Body Builder! ! page 5



9 years old, all paid for, it runs fine, and will probably 
last a few more years.  This digital TV stuff isn't 
cheap, but it looks like we'll be able to handle it okay.  
We've been able to pay off all credit card purchases 
every month.  That leaves us with enough to send 
monthly donations to three missions projects in Ecua-
dor.  

And who provides this money?  Our wonderful Heav-
enly Father!  And who are the channels through 
whom He provides it?  You are!

So, again we thank you, and we thank our Lord and 
Creator for you!  May He bless you greatly in every 
way!

Bruce, and for Joyce

By the way, I am still doing some quality-control 
checking of translations, although not as much as I 
used to.  After all, I did turn 80 earlier this year!

From the Aldridges…
Another summer is almost past, but we can count it as 
a productive summer in our ministry with Wycliffe.  
Both of us have been quite busy.  But God has given 
us joy in our respective tasks, so we don't feel over-
whelmed.  Surely God is answering your prayers, that 
we will have the desire and energy needed to fulfill 
our ministry goals.

A few weeks ago Boone received word that he has 
been awarded doctoral "candidate" status.  This 
means that he has met all the necessary requirements 
needed in order to proceed to the dissertation phase of 
his program.  In August, Boone traveled to Tucson, 
Arizona, to meet with members of our Mexico branch 
and to work through their archives in search of mate-
rials for his dissertation.  He is now preparing for an-
other research trip, this time to Waxhaw, North Caro-
lina, where the Jungle Aviation and Radio Service 
(JAARS) arm of Wycliffe is located.  Pray for travel-
ing mercies on his trip and for his research work 
while in Waxhaw.

I continue to serve in our International Linguistic 
Center mailroom.  I have pretty well mastered most 

facets of the work there.  Thus, this summer I was 
able to cover for the mailroom manager's vacation Ð 
his first in several years.  I take great joy in knowing 
that my work here is a vital aspect of the overall pro-
gram to reach the world with God's Word.  I am very 
blessed to be able to contribute to Wycliffe in this 
way while Boone pursues his studies.  Pray for me 
that I will be protected while Boone is away for three 
weeks this fall.  Also, pray that we will both walk 
closer to Christ each day of our lives as we serve 
Him.

Allow us to once again express our heartfelt apprecia-
tion for your faithful prayers and financial support.  It 
is our prayer that God will bless you for your sacrifice 
of time and resources on our behalf.

Yours in Christ,
Julie

What has Research to do with Missions?
In the southeastern corner of Benin, West Africa, 
there are three dialects of the Gbe language: Weme, 
Gun, and Fon.  When we arrived in Benin, there was 
a Bible translation project ongoing in Fon, and the 
Gun speakers had their own Bible.  What about the 
Weme people?  Would they too need a Bible in their 
dialect?  We set out to answer that question through 
research aimed at comparing the linguistic relation-
ships between the three dialects.  The completed lan-
guage survey demonstrated that the Weme dialect was 
in fact very close to the Fon dialect.  Therefore, the 
Weme people could use the Fon Bible.  Without this 
research project, it is quite possible that many, many 
years of effort and financial resources would have 
been used to translate a Bible where one was not 
needed.  Thus, six months of research saved fifteen 
to twenty years of needless labor.  This is a clear 
example of how research is integral to the effective 
ministry of Bible translation work.

When we were called to missions, I had no idea that 
much of my time would be spent on research.  How-
ever, after completing our linguistics training, I began 
to see the importance of studying not only the lan-
guage situation in a given area, but also how we go 
about doing Bible translation.  Over time some strate-
gies that have worked well in the past have become 

The Body Builder! ! page 6



The Body Builder! ! page 7

 Sunday Events:
 Early Service, 8:30 am
 Sunday School, 9:30 am 
 Morning Service, 10:30 am
 BASIC Youth Group, 6:00 pm
 Jesus Lodge, 6:00 pm
 

Interchange (Post-high school and twentysomethings)
Saturday, October 17, 7-10 pm
  a game and a Bible-centered discussion
  at Watsons' (5720 N 300 W, Sharpsville)
Saturday, October 31, 7-10 pm
  Biggest Bonfire You Have Ever Seen
  at Moulders' (6681 E 600 N, Michigantown)
  Hot dogs, buns, and condiments provided. Guys, bring drinks; gals, 
bring a snack.

BASIC Youth Group (7th-12th grade)
Saturday, October 24, 5 p.m.
  Hobo Party at Olsens'

October 2009
1

Ladies' Bible 
study, 12:15
(parlor)

2 3

4
Communion - 
a.m.

Comedy Night 
-Ken Davis dvd

5

Ladies' Bible 
study, 6:15
(parlor)

6
Breakfast at 
Richard's, 8:00

Deaconesses' 
Mtg, 6:30

7

Awana, 6:15

8 

Ladies' Bible 
study, 12:15
(parlor)

9 10

11

Fall Cookout at 
Martin's Cabin
3-8 p.m.

12

Ladies' Bible 
study, 6:15
(parlor)

13 
Breakfast at 
Richard's, 8:00

Deacons' Mtg, 
7:00

14 

Awana, 6:15 

15
Ladies' Bible 
study, 12:15
(parlor)

Elders' Mtg, 7

16 17 

Interchange -
7-10 pm
at Watsons'

18

Jesus Lodge

19

Ladies' Bible 
study, 6:15
(parlor)

20
Breakfast at 
Richard's, 8:00

Flock Grp 1 at 
Vasiceks

21

Awana STORE 
Night, 6:15

22

Ladies' Bible 
study, 12:15
(parlor)

23 24

BASIC Youth 
Grp Hobo party 
at Olsen's, 5 pm

25  Scott & 
Chari Deyoe 
Open House, 
2-4, parlor

Messianic Nite

26

Ladies' Bible 
study, 6:15
(parlor)

27
Breakfast at 
Richard's, 8:00

28

Awana, 6:15

29

Ladies' Bible 
study, 12:15
(parlor)

30 31
Interchange
Bonfire
7-10 pm
at Moulders'

file://localhost/Users/jane/Desktop/Manger%20scene.webarchive
file://localhost/Users/jane/Desktop/Manger%20scene.webarchive
file://localhost/Users/jane/Desktop/Manger%20scene.webarchive
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less effective due to changing circumstances.  At 
times we forget some things that worked well in the 
past and need to remind ourselves of those things 
which will make our work of Bible translation more 
effective.  This is the nature of my present research 
endeavors, to better understand where Wycliffe has 
been and where we are going in the future.  It is an 
exciting project and is already proving its merit, as I 
meet with our leaders to discuss various points of our 
Bible translation strategy.

Of course, there is much more going on than this re-
search project.  Here at the linguistics center, our 
Graduate Institute of Linguistics (GIAL) is expanding 
to meet the need for hundreds of new missionary-
linguists.  These new linguist-translators are the ones 
who will play an important part in translating the Bi-
ble for millions of people who are still waiting to 
hear God speak to them in their mother tongue.  
Amongst the students at GIAL are those training for 
language survey, the very same kind of research we 
undertook in Benin, which will tell us what people 
groups will need their own Bible translation.  This is 
exciting work, but often very hazardous due to travel 

in remote locations, poor food, and limited medical 
facilities.  

Pray for our many young folks who are carrying out 
this kind of linguistic research around the world.  
Pray, too, that my studies will continue to bear fruit 
that will help us chart the way forward.  Too many 
have waited too long Ð we need effective strategies to 
speed up Bible translation.

In closing, allow us to thank you for your faithful 
partnership.  We could not do this work without your 
help.  Pray with us that God will use each of us for 
His purposes in this great task of taking His Word to 
the world.

Yours in Christ,
Boone 
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