
ED'S EDITORIAL:

THE

MYSTERIOUS 

MARYLU
BY PASTOR ED VASICEK

Our son, Luke, called us to do an interview for a class 
at Moody Bible Institute. Students were given an as-
signment to interview a pastor. I happened to be 
handy. Some of the questions dealt with the nature of 
pastoral ministry, others were about balancing minis-
try and family, while still others dealt with the Pas-
tor's wife. For those questions, I handed the phone to 
Marylu.

In many African-American churches, the pastor's wife 
is referred to as "The First Lady." In some churches, 
the pastor's wife leads the women's ministryÉ and 
often the pastor!  Some pastors' wives take the role of 
the scolding enforcer and church killjoy. In some 

churches, the pastor is the "free spirit" while the pas-
tor's wife does the organizing and makes things hap-
pen. In other churches (like ours), the pastor's wife 
ministers just as any  other person in the congregation 
does -- based upon where she is gifted and what God 
leads her to do.

In the Word, the only  passage some understand to ap-
ply to the wives of leaders is 1 Timothy 3:11, a text 
that I believe actually  refers to deaconesses: "Women 
[or "wives," translator's choice] must likewise be 
dignified, not malicious gossips, but temperate, faith-
ful in all things."

Beyond that, the only inferences we can make about a 
leader's wife derives from the idea that an elder "must 
manage his own family well." A wife who is an em-
barrassment or non-supportive might disqualify a man 
from serving as an elder. The creature we refer to as a 
"pastor" is in the category of special elders who 
"work hard at preaching and teaching" (1 Tim. 5:17) 
and thus receive "double honor" (interpreted as finan-
cial support).

Returning to the phone interview, Marylu told Luke 
that her job was to be a good wife to the pastor, a 
good mother to their children, and to serve based 
upon who God made her to be. Thus the role of a 
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"pastor's wife" can be as diverse as the role of any 
other godly  woman. Marylu's ministry has been pri-
marily a supportive one -- with occasional bursts of 
leadership. In today's column, I would like to cele-
brate Marylu's contribution to the Kingdom of God 
and our church. 

An event happened the other week at the school 
where Marylu works: a girl was choking in the cafete-
ria. Marylu had cafeteria duty and noted the problem, 
went up to the girl and asked her if she was choking. 
The girl nodded her head affirmatively, grasping her 
throat. Marylu ended up performing the Heimlich 
maneuver, probably saving the girl's life. In a nut-
shell, this event is a picture of Marylu's life. She 
doesnÕt call attention to herself, but she does what 
needs to be done. Although she is not aware of it, she 
makes a major difference in the Kingdom of God.

Marylu is an extremely  godly, dedicated, and caring 
Christian woman. I know no better Christian than the 
one to whom I am married. She listens to the Bible on 
CD every single day. She reads the Word, memorizes 
the Word, and tries to renew her mind with the Word. 
She listens to Christian radio during her morning rou-
tine (she especially enjoys the teaching ministry  of 
Erwin Lutzer). We pray together almost every eve-
ning, and she is often the one to nudge me: "It  is time 
to pray!"

When our kids were young, we tried to guard our 
family time. We did not want our evenings interrupted 
because someone needed a phone number or a key to 
the church. Fortunately, our church leaders also re-
spected us (some churches treat their pastors like 
dirt), so they gave out keys and printed directories 
with names and numbers of attenders. We have been 
blessed at HPC.

Although pastors and their families do not take well 
to unnecessary interruptions at home, especially  when 
the kids are young -- the sentiment is very different 
when it comes to emergencies and serious needs. 
Emergency calls in the night, calls to return from a 
family vacation because of a death, or vigils at the 
hospital can cause a lot of tension between pastor and 
wife. But not with Marylu: she believed in the impor-

tance of ministry. Although she did not want me to 
become a workaholic (again, as too many pastors do), 
she supported me 100% when I was genuinely 
needed. Not only did she not complain, but she en-
couraged me; she was proud of what I was doing. She 
tried to nurture a "servant's heart" in me.

The middle and latter 1990's were real tough years for 
me. We had two rough crisis times about a year apart, 
the second worse than the first. I struggled with de-
pression, bitterness, and deep frustration. By God's 
grace, the help of friends (including a few pastor-pals) 
and Marylu, I somehow made it through. I was often 
on the brink of resigning. These were dark, dark 
times. I have no doubt I would have left HPC and the 
pastoral ministry if it were not for the insistence of 
my wife that I "stick it out." I could not count how 
many times we had that conversation.

The good times we had (and have) together apart 
from church balance out our lives and help even out 
the rough times. Many pastors have no social life 
apart from the church. We enjoy ballroom dancing, 
we talk about food, we walk (primarily for health rea-
sons, but we visit as we walk), and we like cuddling 
up watching reruns of Perry Mason over the Internet. 
We enjoy our friends. We have lots of fun together. 

I am probably married to the only woman in Kokomo 
whose husband had to rebuke her, "Go out and spend 
some money on clothes!" When she married me, she 
moved into my roach-infested apartment in a crowded 
Chicago neighborhood within walking distance of 
White Sox Park. The church I pastored met in a store-
front, and my salary was maybe minimum wage. 
Maybe less. Materialism has never been an issue with 
my Mrs.

Marylu has not only been a pillar to me, but she has 
been an awesome example of godly motherhood. Our 
children look up to her as the wisest woman on planet 
Earth. Luke and Hannah often brag about their mom 
-- anywhere from her cooking to her ability to be sur-
prisingly tough when necessary. 

When the kids were little, Marylu toted them to Sun-
day School, the morning and evening services, and 
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Wednesday prayer meeting, as was expected of the 
pastor's wife. When Hannah was born, she was the 
only baby in the church family. (We were a church of 
75 mostly elderly people back then.) We had no nurs-
ery service, so Phyllis Baxter came to the rescue! She 
-- sometimes with Jack -- were the only babysitters 
we could find. (We had no teens to hire back then). I 
had so many funerals and shut-ins to visit, that I was 
often called away. Far away from family, with only 
the help mentioned above, and a husband who was 
frequently absent, she made the best of it. It was 
tough.

Marylu is gifted with a servant's heart, but wisdom is 
her strongest gift. I do not always take her advice, but 
I always consider it. She has insights that I sometimes 
do not have. She also recognizes nonsense when she 
sees it.

In church life, her servant's heart is demonstrated by 
her faithfulness. Marylu is the only AWANA worker, 
for example, who has continuously served in AWANA 
since its inception at HPC in 1989. She has taught the 
Beginner's Sunday School class since Jane Soblotne 
retired from the position over a dozen years ago. She 
has served as leader of the Women's Missionary Soci-
ety, deaconess, Children's Church teacher, and Perse-
cuted Church coordinator. 

Back in 2002, I was concerned about losing our youth 
to other youth groups. Since our group disbanded dur-
ing the summer, new 7th graders would attend their 
friends' groups. By the time fall rolled around, we had 
lost them. Our youth group was small because of this.

I had an idea: a summer group with all the stops 
pulled out! Would Marylu be willing to make the sac-
rifice? I needed her involvement to make it work. She 
enthusiastically  supported the idea and jumped right 
in. The added responsibility of Sunday night youth 
meetings and losing a day a week for activities was a 
big sacrifice, but we would make it together!

We still do the "Sonburst Summer" youth group, and 
it stretches us because of the time it displaces. By the 
time fall comes around, Marylu and I are crawling on 
all fours, gladly  relinquishing the responsibility to 

Paul and Russ, our lay youth leaders. But the fruit of 
our efforts has paid off: ever since 2002, our youth 
group has been dynamic.

Marylu helps me in countless ways. She helps me 
plan and decorate for the New Year's Eve Party. Dur-
ing the years 2003 and 2004, my counseling load was 
unbelievable. I sometimes had time to use the rest 
room between sessions, and unless you were bleeding 
to death, it was "appointment only." Marylu made the 
best of it and tried to relieve me where she could.

And it is her ability to flex -- and her burden to see 
people walking with and growing in the Lord --that 
makes her one in a million. She rejoices when I share 
with her that I led someone to Christ. She loved it 
when I initiated the "read through the Bible in a year" 
program. She is not merely a passive, supportive per-
son, but a woman of active faith who wants to see the 
kingdom advance.

Marylu is not perfect, but I bless the Lord for her. She 
is not a "leader of the women." But she is my "first 
lady." Thank you -- the folks of HPC -- for letting her 
be the woman God intended her to be.  
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Church ministry involves a lot of paperwork and a massive 
number of details as demonstrated by Administrative As-
sistant, Jane Inman.



A PLEA FOR 

THEOLOGICAL 

LITERACY
by Dan Miller

Reprinted with permission from Dan MillerÕs book 
Spiritual Reflections. This version has been edited for 
space and approved for publication by the author.

I was raised near Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Grow-
ing up in one of the most history-rich regions in 
America has deeply  influenced me. An exceptional 
Junior High history  teacher nurtured my affections for 
history. But repeated visits to the very sites I read 
about in the history books fueled my interests: those 
places became more than abstract concepts found in 
dry books. They were locations where I played, pic-
nicked, and listened to guides retell fascinating stories 
about key events and people from our nation's past.

My family picnicked on the banks of the Delaware 
River near where George Washington crossed to de-
feat the Hessians. I spent more than one summer af-
ternoon running across the rolling fields of Valley 
Forge where General Washington's troops lodged in 
crude log huts during the long winters of 1777-1778. I 
have toured Washington's headquarters at Valley 
Forge and his home at Mount Vernon. I love Ameri-
can history to this day because I can envision where 
these things took place: the stories come alive as I 
read them.

Familiar theological places
I propose that we would find Bible teaching far more 
engaging if basic theological themes became familiar 
"places" to us. When church attenders read up on doc-
trine, theology, or consider interpreting difficult pas-

sages, a biblically-based sermon can explode with 
significance because they have "been there." Do a lit-
tle reading on your own and you may be thrilled to 
see sermons come alive!

Biblical literacy is in steep decline in our culture, 
forcing churches to bridge the chasm between the Bi-
ble and the parishioner. As I observe this phenome-
non, it is disappointing that the movement is so often 
one-directional. Sermons are simplified, shortened 
and stripped clean of theological weight in order to 
"put the cookies on the lowest shelf." Rather than 
yielding to the downgrade, church-goers should be 
challenged to nurture their theological literacy -- 
and pastors encouraged to reward such diligence with 
substantial biblical content in their sermons.

A few words then to fellow pastors
Yes, I realize biblical literacy is at an all-time low; 
people do not rush into church longing to learn more 
about the Moabites or lapsarianism. But our mandate 
is to improve our flocks, not confirm them in their 
ignorance.

I've read the books. I know we are told by the experts 
to preach 20-minute sermons peppered with human-
interest stories, heavy on practical application, and 
sprinkled with affirming sentiments. But what about 
systematically  teaching a church the "whole counsel 
of God" (Acts 20:27)? What about consistently  and 
effectively feeding the flock God's truth (Acts 20:28)?

I'm all for relevance, but the Bible is the most rele-
vant, practical book ever written (John 17:17; 2 Timo-
thy 3:16-17). The doctrines of Scripture have proven 
amazingly helpful to me when it comes to dealing 
with finances, marriage, child raising, suffering and 
death. God's Word is utterly relevant. If we do not see 
this relevance, the problem is not God's Word, but 
ours.

Although some people may not ask for deep theology 
at the front door, this does not mean they are incapa-
ble of developing a taste for it over time. And this, in 
the end, is our job (Acts 20:28), and not at all a thank-
less one.
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A case in point
I formulated a lecture recently  for our adult class that 
described a theological battle over the doctrine of 
human sinfulness (waged in the fifth century) be-
tween Pelagius, and Augustine. As I prepared, I wor-
ried. It was an intriguing topic to me personally, but I 
feared it might not be well received by the church. It 
did not exactly meet the popular criteria for "practical 
relevance." I was pleasantly  surprised, however, by 
the very positive response. After receiving confirming 
feedback, I was thrilled to realize, "Hey, we can do 
this!"

Certainly, not every church attender will respond fa-
vorably  to theologically oriented teaching and preach-
ing. But biblical preachers and teachers must resist 
the temptation to meet popular expectations and pas-
sively  accept biblical illiteracy. Christians should 
need to open their Bibles during sermons! May our 
preachers and teachers invite the flock to the table 
where substantial and nutritious meals are serv-
edÑweek in and week out.

Dan has served as the Senior Pastor of Eden Baptist 
Church since 1989. He graduated from Pillsbury Baptist 
Bible College with a B.S. degree in 1984 and his graduate 
degrees include a M.A. in History from Minnesota State 
University, Mankato, and the M.Div. and Th.M. from Cen-
tral Baptist Theological Seminary. He is nearing comple-
tion of D.Min. studies at Trinity Evangelical Divinity 
School. Dan is married to Beth and the Lord has blessed 
them with four children: Ethan, Levi, Reed and Whitney.

MISSIONARY 
LETTERS
From the DawsonsÉ
October 15, 2009
Dear Family and Friends,

November 19, 2009
Dear Family and Friends,

"Is not life more important than food, and the body 
more important than clothes?...your heavenly Father 
knows that you need them...seek first his kingdom 
and his righteousness, and all these things will be 
given to you as well."

Remember last week we mentioned our washer dy-
ing?  We praise God for His provision and His grace!  
In talking with one of the mothers with whom I pray 
on Mondays, I found out Sunday that her brother's 
father-in-law had an extra washer stored in his 
garage.  He had bought an one-in-all washer/dryer 
unit when he moved into an apartment this summer, 
and didn't know what to do with his old name brand 
washer.  When she called him up to ask about it for 
us, and he found out it was for another Christian fam-
ily, he said we could have it for free!!!  We're glad we 
didn't rush to buy another washer.  It 'pays' to wait 
on the Lord!

We're also grateful that we were able to use the ATB 
apartment washer last week.  This week, the apart-
ment is occupied.  Also, the weather this week is 
Spring-like, so even though it was a big deal to ma-
neuver the old washer out of our narrow utility  room 
and get the new one in, it could have been a lot worse, 
since our utility room is not heated.  In addition, when 
it's cold out, we hang our clothes, one load per day, in 
the kitchen (we don't have a dryer) instead of in the 
cold utility  room where the clothes wouldn't dry.  The 
warmer weather has made it easier to catch up on last 
weekend's backlog of dirty laundry.  We're grateful 
for God's loving kindness in having thought of all the 
details that matter to us!  

NEW COMPUTER SYSTEM IN THE OFFICE
The ATB apartment is occupied this week by two 
missionaries from Germany: Martijn, Dutch; and 
Ken, American.  These two men are the computer ex-
perts for Wycliffe Europe Area, based partially in 
Germany.  Martijn and Ken have come to re-do the 
computer network at the ATB office so Matt doesn't 
have to carry the load himself.  In the future, these 
guys will take care of most of the computer/network 
issues from a distance.  Much of Matt's time this 
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week has been spent in explaining how 
he wants our system set up and specify-
ing what data from which computer 
should reside where.  Please pray the 
computers still work well after the de-
parture of Martijn and Ken tomorrow.  
You know how computers can be!  Our 
co-workers also need prayer as they will 
have to change of a lot of their comput-
ing habits.

UK, CANADA, or the US?
I've been trying this week to decipher the 
possibilities for English-learning and 
pre-field training for HŽl•ne C.  I didn't 
realize the linguistics training programs 
at the different SIL centers were so dif-
ferent!  I supposed that's where I'm a bit 
penalized for not being a linguist myself.  Then there 
are still the issues of learning English and of how 
much all this will cost.  Please continue to pray for 
wisdom as I figure out what to recommend for HŽ-
l•ne's future.

FULL WEEKEND COMING UP
Please pray for good health for all of us as we head 
into another full weekend.

Saturday, Matt and I will represent ATB at the French 
Mennonite Missions Committee meeting.  In order 
not to have to spend the night, we'll be driving up 
early Saturday morning to north of Geneva, still in 
France, attending the meeting, then driving the three 
hours back home.  The girls will stay home to do 
homework, then go to their Scout meeting.

For Sunday, we've invited one of my friends to attend 
our church's interactive service in the morning.  In the 
afternoon, we have our church's annual business 
meeting.  We were going to drop the girls off at a Sci-
ence Fair-like event while we're at the meeting, but 
now, Jess wants to go see a movie with her friends, so 
we'll have to re-think our plans.  

We hope you're able to see the loving kindness of 
God in your life this week!  But even when we don't 

see or feel it, the truth remains:  God loves us!

Next week, we'll be sending out our general quarterly 
update.  In case you're traveling for Thanksgiving, we 
pray you'll have a safe trip and memorable times!  
May you have a very HAPPY THANKSGIVING!  
We're thankful that you're in our lives!

Love and blessings,
Janet, Matt, Jessica, & Valerie
serving with
Association Traduire la Bible (ATB - Wycliffe France)

From Mary Lee CummingsÉ
Dear friends at Highland Park Church,

Thanks very much for the Christmas gift check you 
sent me in October.  It will help greatly in my Christ-
mas gift shopping!  I plan to fly to Dallas for Christ-
mas with my son Don and his extended family.

I'll be enjoying doing some Christmas programs at 
various nursing homes in Enid, playing piano duets 
with my friend Lois.  Our church always does a beau-
tiful Christmas pageant for about 4 or 5 evenings, and 
that's a special event to enjoy.  Thank you for your 
prayers and support.

In His Love, Mary Lee Cummings  
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 Sunday Events:
 Early Service, 8:30 am
 Sunday School, 9:30 am 
 Morning Service, 10:30 am
 BASIC Youth Group, 6:00 pm
 Jesus Lodge, 6:00 pm
 Evening Service, 6:30 pm

December 2009

January 2010 events

Saturday, January 2 - Interchange event

Sunday, January 17, 5 pm - Food Contest (Soup, Bread, Cold 
Salads)

Sunday, January 31 - Congregational Meeting

2 

Awana, 6:15

3

Ladies' Bible 
study, 12:15
(parlor)

4 5 
JV party - 
12:45-7:00
Flock #3 - white 
elephant at 
Hoeksema's

6 

Communion

Jesus Lodge - 
6:00

7

Ladies' Bible 
study, 6:15
(parlor)

8
Breakfast at 
Richard's, 8:00

Deacons' Mtg, 
7:00

9

Awana, 6:15

10

Ladies' Bible 
study, 12:15
(parlor)

11 12
BASIC youth 
Cookie Bake - 
10:00 am - 2:00 
pm at church

13

Christmas Car -
oling -  5:00
No BASIC, FBI

14

Ladies' Bible 
study, 6:15
(parlor)

15 
Breakfast at 
Richard's, 8:00

16

Awana Store 
Night, 6:15

17

No Bible study

18 19

Interchange 
Progressive 
Dinner

20

No evening 
service

21 22  
Breakfast at 
Richard's, 8:00

Elders' Mtg

23

No Awana due 
to holiday

24

Christmas Eve 
service, 6:00

25

CHRISTMAS
 DAY

26

 27

No evening 
service due to 
holiday.

28 29

Breakfast at 
Richard's, 8:00

30

No Awana due 
to holiday

31

New Years Eve 
party

1
Breakfast at 
Richard's, 8:00

Flock #1 at Bill 
Patzold's
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