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ED’S EDITORIAL: the answers, friends, are NOT easy. | have done little
preaching on this subject for several reasons:
SO RTI N G O UT 1. | think some Christians have brought disgrace
to the Gospel by their constant pleas for money. No
group is more guilty than television evangelists,
G promising everything under the sun if people will
IVI N G give generously to their cause. It is sickening.
2. | have seen good organizations manipulate
people through guilt trips. | have always resented the

squeeze play, and | have tried to avoid anything that
smacks of it.

BY PASTOR ED VASICEK

The truth is that giving feels goodNat least some
times. If we are convinced that our personal sacrificeet me be frank. | do not know that | understand the
is doing a significant good, we tend to be more geneBible's teaching about giving. Oh, | know plenty of

ous. But giving also betrays a spirit of self-interestBible teachers and even scholars who think it is a
many of us are anxious to give to something that wgiece of cake, but their interpretations do not satisfy
see, something that benefits us directly. Fewer of uge. Yet it is my job to lead this congregation, to offer
get excited about giving to foreign missions. direction. So what | am doing today is simply sharing

Although the things we can see, including IocaT':'Ome of my thoughts about giving.

needs, are to be taken seriously, we need to remiqd
o o . 0

ourselves that we are building the invisible Kingdo

of God, and we must aspire to reach beyond our

selves. Many of us, | think, do have this more matur . .
view of serving the Lord. But we are left with na imes, it was the custom of the devout to tithe, though
g ' 9 hot necessarily to the true God. Abraham seemed to

) . o
ging ques't'lo_n_s. H,,OW much should we  give WhalEnow this custom, for he naturally paid a tithe to
counts as "giving? . . : 50"

Melchizedek inGenesis 14:20"Then Abram gave

Some teachers of the Word have easy answers. Biiin a tenth of everything.” Jacob likewise made this

Tithe or Not To Tithe
here are a lot of arguments in favor of tithing (i.e.,
iving 10% off the top). In the Middle East, in ancient
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promise inGenesis 28:20-22'lf God will be with me Moses. Believers are to give in proportion to their
and will watch over me on this journey | am takingincome, and tithing would be a good way to make this
and will give me food to eat and clothes to wear shappen. Yet it also seems clear that each of us should
that | return safely to my father's house, then thdetermine what we give with an open heart before
LORD will be my God and this stone that | have seGod.

up as a pillar will be God's house, and of all that yomé do I beli in tithing? Y q I d bel
give me | will give you a tenth." o do | believe in tithing? Yes and no. | do not believe

God demands us to tithe, but I think tithing is a good
Under the Law of Moses, there were perhaps threstarting point. It is consistent with the example of Old
tithes, the third being paid every third year. HowevefTestament believers, and it is a good way to give pro
some of this 23% included benevolence and might q@ortionately. Many of us would give less if we were
considered more of a "tax" than giving. not in the routine of tithing. Although our lives are not

regulated by Jewish law, we are supposed to find

In the epistles to the churches, tithing is not merbrinciples from the law for our own application.

tioned, but rather freewill giving. Paul writes in

Corinthians 16:2, "On the first day of every week, So we can choose to tithe, freely, as we pore over
each one of you should set aside a sum of money inatters before God. But we are not CONSTRAINED
keeping with his income, saving it up, so that when to tithe. For some, tithing helps them discipline them
come no collections will have to be made." selves to give (and there is much to be said for this).

_ _ ) _ _ For others, tithing may be unrealistic. For still others,
Note that there is no mention of a tithe in this ke}ﬁ;od may expect more than a tithe

text, but rather of giving in proportion to one's in

come. Some would argue that this proportion is deéNote this: there are frequent promises of blessing to
termined by a tithe, which would have been undetthose of us who give, and we are encouraged to be
stood by the Corinthians. Since the only Scripturéberal in giving. (There is a time for even we corser
they had were the Old Testament books, they manative Christians to be liberal') As Jesus himself said,
have presupposed the concept of tithing. "It is more blessed to give than receivA¢ts 20:35

In a way, our life is to be a gift of thanksgiving to

In Old Testament _Iaw, tithing was a principle to beGod, and our finances are part of that gift. Everything
obeyed, not a choice to be made. Godly people WETE, have is God's. and we hold it in trust
expected to obey the law out of an attitude of grati ’ '

tude and love, but obey they must. New Testament
giving places more emphasis on attitu@Corinthi-

ans 9:6-8 reads, "Remember this: Whoever sows): Should 100% of my tithe go the church? If | give
sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sowgoney to Moody Radio, for example, should | deduct
generously will also reap generously. Each mathat from my tithe?

should give what he has decided in his heart to giva: | don't know. But don't get stuck on the idea of a
not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves &ithe.

cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace ' .
abound to you, so that in all things at all imes, havin§: If | am in debt because of unforeseen cireum
all that you need, you will abound in every gooo(st.ancesj, Is it better to keep the bill collectors away or
work." Under New Testament principles, the amour@iVe @ tithe and be taken to court? _ _
one gives seems to be a personal decision, in propd: Pay your bills, but change your spending habits.

tion to one's income. This understanding of giving i€€P & good testimony of financial integrity. Don't
called "grace giving." sabotage your spending so that you can always claim

this excuse. God commands you to be responsible. He
Abraham and Jacob paid tithes before the law ghay not call you to titheNever. Frankly, some peo

Pesky Tithing Questions
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ple's means are so limited that they have no busineesmgue translators in another country would not get
giving much at all; they must find other ways to givedamaged. A couple of days later other packages came
perhaps through additional time or talent. For other# that contained Scripture portions needing to be de
God might direct more than a tithe. livered to the printer.

Q: I heard a evangelist promise that whatever moneySo, yes, the Lord showed me that working in a mail
gave would come back to me, multiplied. What daoom can, in a small way, help the cause of Bible

you think of that? translation. | am thankful to Him for allowing me to
A: Then why doesn't he give all his money awaybe of use and serve Him each day. And | also thank
Then he won't have to ask you anymore! Him for those of you who pray and partner with us in

this work, for you, too, have a part in the cause of Bi

. 1 HV'H n H 4 r)ll
Q: Why is giving called a "sacrifice” ble translation.

A: It should "hurt" to give. If you are not saying "no
to something by giving, you are not giving enough. Boone is still busy each day and many evenings, with
an hour here and there to eat and get some exercise.
Reprinted from the April 2001 Body Builder, a publication He s in the middle of the PhD program now, the part
of Highland Park Church. where he is writing the dissertation. He sits in front
of the computer for hours reading, writing, and choos
ing, with the Lord's help, just the right words to €on
I\/I I SS I O NARY vey the information that he has gleaned from his ex

tensive readings.

L ETT E RS We ask for your prayers. Please pray that the Lord
would give Boone wisdom, patience, and persever
ance in this task. That the finished product will-glo

. B rify Him and serve to further the work of Bible trans
From the AldridgesE ation.

Dear Friends, _ _ Blessings,

The other day | found myself wondering: what is ity e and Boone
that | do that helps the cause of Bible translation? |

mean, | work in a mailroom. | sell stamps, proces . =
packages, fill in for the regular delivery person Wherf__rom I\/Iary Lee CummmgSE

he is away, do the bookkeeping at the end of the da[)!ear Friends

an(li( Wher;]_my supervisor Igokes on vacz;tlon, | msn(?%ost of you have been my prayer and financial-sup
to keep things running. It keeps me busy eac aﬁforters for so many years that | think of you as “For

but what does it do for Bible translation”? ever Friends and Family". How kind, caring and

Well, the Lord provided an answer to my question id@ithful you have been in your support to me all these
a couple of ways. | realized, as | was doing data ent#f2rs, and I can only thank the Lord for each of you
for the accounting program, that several of the paci@nd ask Him to bless you and supply all your needs

ages we sent out that day were "Bibles and New Tel9O0.
tamen(;s.h ! Wl?js helping to send the Word of Go‘fl wish | could write you more often during the year,
around the world. but there's not much change in my responsibilities and

Another way was when | helped a Wycliffe mission MiNistry to seem interesting enough to write very
ary pack a box so that the Bible portions that had be@fen. BUT - this time | do have some interesting
checked and needed to be sent back to the motH¥§Ws to share with you!
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When Ben and | moved here to Golden Oaks in 200|New address:

we felt like this would be our final move forever until|Corinthian Retirement Community
our move up to our Heavenly Home, and Ben mad3500 Old Denton Rd Apt. 216
that move in September, 2007. God has so loving|Carrollton, TX 75007

cared for me since then, and | can't thank Him enou
for the joys of getting to know Him better. Recently

I've felt a strong pull to move closer to family, since

my closest family member, son Don, lives five hoursFrom the DawsonsE

drive away, and doesn't get up here more than once a

year to visit. The Oklahoma City airport is two hoursP€ar Family and Friends,

drive from here, making it difficult for me to get thereAT€ YOU, Or someone you know, organizing/aca-

to fly to any of my family. Rick lives in Phoenix, Az, fion Bible School this summer?  Wycliffe offers
and Cathy in NM. FREE downloadable childrenOs curriculum on our

website www.wycliffe.org/Kids/FreeCurriculum.aspx
So, by now you've guessed my news! I'M MOVINGThe service-learning projects in particular Nthe
TO CARROLLTON, TX. to a retirement community Senegal Literacy Project or the Uganda Scripture
named Corinthians (after the Corinthian columns oPoster ProjectN would be a perfect companion to any
the building). I'll be living in a studio apartment with\VBS curriculum. These two projects give kids fun
three meals a day included in the rent, plus housand practical ways to help those in need and they
keeping, transportation to appointments and manyeach about Bible translation at the same time!
activities planned. The move will take place May 28 .
so time is short for all the packing, etc. involved ifour summer will start on 29 June when we fly out to

downsizing from a two bedroom apartment to a stfn€ US for our six-week report-back tour. The girls
dio. will have school up until the Friday before, and-Jes

sica will have a Scout trip that Saturday and Sunday.
During this moving time I'm still committed to play She missed the last trip because of her sprained an
ing a piano duet program May 24 (which means extdde. I'm glad her ankle finally healedhe and Ifi-
hours of practice) and playing for the program part afially got to spend our afternoon actrobranche’
a special "ladies tea" here, plus finishing up with modast Saturday (her Spring vacation activity that she
responsibilities this week. wasn't able to do due to her ankle). | haven't figured

I'm excited to be moving close to family, b : , > =
it's also hard to leave the many wonderfisi . : /'Yj }Y‘k AL,
friends and church | love here. Please pri
that | can physically and emotionally be strorggss
for all that must be accomplished before Ie.
ing here and for opportunities for ministry t¢*
open up to me in my new home. [l be writ™
ing more after this move to let you know ho ; R
God has helped me survive all this change, & =
age 81! )

Thanks again for all you mean to me as I-coz
tinue on the "path of life" that God is Ieading'-
me on with His grace, joy and peace.

In His Care, Mary Lee Cummings
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out if it's called the same thing in English. Do youake one. When ATB missionaries Carole and Jean-
know? Luc go to Southeast Asia this fall, they will be under
) ) the supervision of the Combrinks. We discussed the
While Jess and | were doing our _obsltacle Cours%%ssible languages in which Jean-Luc and Carole
through the treesyalerie was at a friend's house might work after they learn the major language of
this mostly Muslim country. A lot of linguisti
J cal survey work still needs to be done in some
of the remote parts of the country in order to

e

Translators' B8
annual

training understand the need for Bible translation.
session at

Chateau .
St. Albain PLEASE PRAY FOR:

- various health issues of Marie-Claire Ni
cole veteran ATB missionary, so she and her
husband can concentrate their time, energy, and
money on their Kingdom work of training eth
ers in Bible translation and anthropology and
continuing the Nawdm New Testament transla
tion, among other things

- our health. In 3 John, the apostle writes,
"Dear friend, | pray that you may enjoy good
health and that all may go well with you, even
as your soul is getting along well." Between
Marie-Claire's health issues, Valerie's back, Jessica's
| am learning that

last weekend §

andMatt was away at thannual weekend eventor
the missionaries and volunteers of the English-Frencl} e  and Matt's stomach bug

translation group. He returned home Sunday aftef,o5ith problems can be a powerful weapon of the en
noon and that night started the 24-hour stomach bu@my to distract us from Kingdom work. Of course

He's still recovering from the effects of food and en

we learn through problems, too, to trust in God and to
ergy loss.

humble ourselves before Him in our human frailty.
PRAISE THE LORD: We know that He brings good out all things, for

- the volunteer translators were challenged and ©ur ulimate good and His everlasting glory.

encouraged by each other in their work. As we  p| EASE CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR:
explained last week, this group translates linguistic, \ago|ution of personnel issue 'RZ' The key meet

exegetical, and otherwise useful materials for Africati"hg on the field last Friday is moving things towards
Bible translators. Their translation work is of increas .o ution. but it's still a messy situation.

ing importance, as SIL is training more and more Af_ grace and wisdom in training the girls.

ricans to do the actual Bible translation work. - the status of this summer's linguistics courses,

- the two SIL groups that are meeting in the ATB-CONE1p_France (European Training Program - France)
ference room this week are havipgductive meet

ings, and the logistics | organized have worked ou¥Ve pray that you may enjoy good health and that all
for them. We can't show you a picture of the particimay go well with you, even as your soul is getting
pating missionaries, since they work with in sensitivelong well, in the service and for the glory of our
parts of the world. Lord and Savior!

- for anenjoyable and productive meeting between .

. .. Love and blessings,
us and the Combrinks on Wednesday. We can't . .
. . . Janet, Matt, Jessica, & Valerie
show you a picture of them either, since | forgot to
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pel. It seems that He often has to deal with a speech

I F WE AREN I-I- TH E impediment. There are people who the Lord wants to

help B He wants to reach out and give them hope for
BODY the future by providing for a need in their life. He is

dependent on His hands to do that work, but often His

hands do not function. There are some people who are

by Pastor Nord Zootman hurting so badly He just wants to hug them and cry
with them, but for that to happen He has to use His

One of the most significant illustrations that the Lord1@ndS, and His eyes have to be capable of tears. There
uses in Scripture to describe the church is the analog children who need rescued and lonely people who
of the body. We are also called His building Hid1eed someone to sit with them, but none of that can

bride, His flock, His priests, and His ambassadors. AffaPpen if His body no longer works.

of those expressions are rich in meaning, but the CORg | prepared to teach the lesson to our Word of Life
cept of being Christ's body has a multitude of applicargen ¢jyp last night, we were dealing with what ehar
tions. acteristics makes a good local church. As a discussion

The concept that gripped me in a fresh way yesterd?arter’ | played a short video of a song by Casting
g

is how much Christ relies on us to accomplish Hi
mission in the world. Imagine if you would, how-im YOU:

possible it would be for you to accomplish anythings, t it we are the Body

without the use of your body. You could not go to an)(Nhy aren't His arms reaching

other place, you could not touch or handle anythingwhy aren't His hands healing

you could not hear, you could not speak if your bOdVVhy aren't His words teaching

did not function. And if we are the Body

One of the sad scenes that | see on a regular basis /8y aren't His feet going _
Why is His love not showing them there is a way

person who can still think well, but whose body no
longer functions very well. Go to any nursing homg g5 pray that the Lord heals His body, so He can ac
and you will encounter people who would still love tocomplish all He desires to do in our world.

do so many things, but are unable to accomplish even
the smallest tasks because their bodies do not fung.,, Highland Park Church family,

tion. | know one lady who says she would love ©Grnank you so much for all the concern and love so
come worship with us, but cannot because she cagb,y of you have expressed towards me and our fam
hear anything that is being said. Others think of g, thase past months. The flower arrangements were
things their hands built, even though they cannot NOWqq)tely beautiful. | have kept all the cards of sym
even pick up a tool, and the other people they hayg,hy  The notes many of you wrote inside have been
touched, but now cannot raise their hand to shake &ad and will be read again. Most of all, your prayers
other person's because their body does not functign,e peen appreciated. The week following my
well. How hard it must be to want to do so much, bufyoher®s sudden death was the worst seven days IOV
to have a body that doesn't function right. ever spent. The Lord was there through it all giving

Then | begin to think of all the things that Jesus wanf&€ & quiet strength. | could not have gone through all
to accomplish in this world. There are people that H8! this alone. My husbandOs companionship and the

wants to hear the truth, but He depends on His moufjayers of the fellow believers were indispensable.

(the church) to share the wonderful truths of the-God "ank you, all ofyou.
Very sincerely, Marylu Vasicek

owns. Let me share the chorus of that song with
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Sonburst

1 2 3 4 5
Ladies' Bible
e study, 12:15
@&# (parlor)
Deaconess Mtg,
U .‘.‘i‘:l'“'-'l“":': :-1 e 6'30
6 7 8 9 10 Ladies’ 1 12
Communion Bible study,

12:15 (parlor)

Ladies' Bible
SU"_‘mer study, 6:15 Deacons’ Mtg, *Cookout 10:30
begins (parlor) 7:00
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
Graduation Ladies' Bible
Sunday Flock Grp #1 at study, 12:15
Ladies' Bible Watsons (parlor)
Evening Bap- study, 6:15
tism service (parlor)
20 21 22 23 24 Ladies' Bible | 25 26
study, 12:15
Father's Day (parior)
Ladies' Bible Elders' Mtg, 7
study, 6:15 *Ft Wayne Zoo
(parlor) 9:30
27 28 29 30
*Pass out pro-
Men's grams at High-
land Park for
Breakfast Ladies' Bible Park Band
study, 6:15 Concert, 7-8
(parlor)

Sunday Events:
Early Service, 8:30 am
Sunday School, 9:30 am
Morning Service, 10:30 am
BASIC Youth Group, 6:00 pm
Jesus Lodge, 6:00 pm
Evening Service, 6:30 pm

Sonburst Summer Youth Events

June 10 - Cookout, kite flying, frisbees, and hiking. Meet at
Reservoir Park at 10:30 a.m. Bring soda and food to share
(chips, cookies, etc.) Hamburgers and hot dogs provided.

June 24 - Fort Wayne Zoo. Meet at HPC at 9:30 a.m. Bring a
sack lunch or money for food. Cost: $6 for first person in fam
ily, $4 for additional. Drivers who drive at least two teens get
one free ticket. Return before 5:00 p.m.

June 30 - Park Band Concert. Pass out programs from 7-8 p.m.
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During Awana this year Mrs.
Raye Jean Swinehart, the
Sparks director, taught the
Sparks a new song... "In the
Beginning God Created."
With a catchy tune and fun
motions it tells the things that
God created on each day. The
children enjoyed learning it
and did such a good job that
Mrs. Swinehart invited them
to sing it for the church one
Sunday in May.

(Photo courtesy of Michaele
Aldridge.)

Highland Park Church
516 W Sycamore St

PO Box 11

Kokomo, IN 46903-0011

Visit our website at: www.highlandpc.com
Email us at: church@highlandpc.com
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