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Stories of Grace: a good hug. He preceded me into the kitchen where
we sat at the table and talked until noon. He invited

TH E P RO D I GAL me to have a bowl of canned oyster soup. Because he

was likable, articulate and very sociable, we contin
ued to talk about almost everything under the sun ex

FATH E R cept God. The spiritual opening | was looking for had

not come.
(AS TOLD BY HIS SON)

Then, from out of left field, my father said, "You

think 1 donOt know anything about the Bible, donOt
BY EUGENE KIMBLE’ PHD you?" (He seemed to reason in his heart, "Otherwise,

In the middle of March on a raw overcast day, | wa@e’le would have been talking to me about the Bi
driving from Indianapolis to Columbus, Ohio. | hadPle.")

left home about 7 A.M. with the intention of giving . .
my father the gospel of Jesus Christ, if God woulcli had nq laeaswnereibwouidiieadibutiSensea Goa

only give me the opening. | had no specific plans. |rnpressmg my mind with: "DonOt deny his question.

had told God that nothing | could say would be effeclns'teaOI ask him what he knows about the Bible.

tive. My father had long proclaimed himself an athewhen | asked the guestion, he responded, "I know

ist who had no use for God in his life. As | drove, labout the Prodigal Son."

told God that if He made an opening | would speak;

but otherwise, | would say nothing about Him or théAgain God impressed me to say, "Take your Bible,

Bible to the sin-hardened man. turn to Luke 15 and read the story about the prodigal
. son to him." Having done that | had no idea what to

| arrived at the door of my fatherOs modest apartmeff next. Then God brought to my mind this thought,

in a rundown bU||d|ng about 10 A.M. | knocked and'Ask your dad if he knows what the prodigal son's
my father opened the door. | knew him immediately,ame is."

although | had not seen him for about 30 years. |
walked to him, put my arms around him and gave hirhasked. My father answered, "Well, | certainly did
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not catch his name while you were reading. | did naister Deane called and in great excitement asked,
think he had a name." "Guess who | have been talking with?" | did not need
to ask; | knew. She gave me our father's telephone

Not knowing where this was leading, | followed the, her and over the next four weeks | talked to him
SpiritOs urging and strongly insisted that the prodigglyera| times but did not mention that | was coming
son did indeed have a name. "Well, if he has a name, visit.

tell me!" Dad said emphatically.

Now, | was sitting at the kitchen table across from
Now what was | to say? "Tell him, and speak firmlynim ~ His mouth was still ajar, his body motion
"The prodigal sonOs name is Oscar Kimbte. The  |e5sRitoo stunned for words upon discovering that
result of that statement on my father was astoundings the prodigal son who had wandered from his fa
He sat there stunned. Motionless. Staring straigifers house of plenty, who was living in a second-
ahead at nothing, his mouth was hanging open. class apartment with lungs half useless from emphy

When | was in the eighth grade my father had left m§ema and an oxygen tank to help him breathe.

mother and his six children. Since that time there haﬁqe long silence grew embarrassing. Instinctively,
been no birthday or Christmas cards, no letters, Mowever. | knew the words that needed to be said

phone calls, no money. Neither had he contacted an¥ad, you know that God spoke to you just now.
of his own siblings or many friends. No one knew higynat are you going to do about it?"

whereabouts. He had been born to a financially se

cure family. At one time the town where we lived had'hen the battle began. He wanted to repent by going
been named Kimble after my father's grandfathehack and setting right all past wrongs he had commit

My father was the youngest child in his family, withted against his family before he would consider salva

good ability and a great personality. However, he wa#on. | responded, "I didnOt bring up the subject of the
petted and spoiled by his older sisters and elderly pgerodigal son. You did. You asked me to tell you his

ents and as a result failed to develop character orname. YouOre talking to the wrong person! It was
sense of responsibility toward his family. So at ag&od Who convinced you that you are the prodigal son
38 he left his familyNparents, sisters, wife and ehil who needs to come home. So tell Him what you are
drenNand wandered alone in the world living in thenot going to do!"

ig trough of society.
P19 g y Following another long pause, | said, "Dad, you and |

About a month before the day I drove to Columbus, both know that God spoke strongly and emphatically
had spent a week developing a Sunday school lessenyour heart. [tOs all over your face. What are you
on "Grace." As | was putting the finishing touches omgoing to do about it?"

the lesson on either Friday or Saturday night, God S o _ _
impressed upon my mind this question, "What wouldie said with determination, "Since you put it that

be the greatest manifestation of My grace that yolf2y: 10m going to accept Him." My dad had been
could think of?" willing to repent, so now all he had to do was te ac

cept Jesus Christ as Lord and confess with his mouth
| had a tremendous needNperhaps more than at anlim Who is God's mighty power unto salvation. He
time in my lifeNfor God's special grace. However, | prayed. He then raised his head and with tears rolling
knew that to apply this grace to myself would be undown his cheeks, said, "I have many friends and |
truthful. So lowly, yet audibly, | said, "For my fatherknow what friendship is. This is more than friend
to be saved." (I didnOt even know whether or not Is@ip. This is love."
was alive.) "If he is alive and You do save him, I'll
tell about it wherever | go.”
The very next Monday or Tuesday evening my olde?

A few days later, Dad told my younger brother Ben
bout his spiritual new birth. Ben bought Dad a large
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print Bible which he continued to read until he diedReal joy comes from rich meaning; as Christians, we
almost exactly one year later. The ex-prodigal werftave tremendous meaning if we live to glorify God.
home to live in his Father's house where a ring, a roligut this meaning needs to surface and affect the way
and a fatted calf on a table of plenty awaited himNave think. We can either aim to win by the world's
home to which he had gained admittance by God&andards, or aim to win by God's standards. If we try
grace alone. to do both, we will fail on both counts. Obviously, |
advocate the second choice!

Eugene Kimble, Ph.D. is an ordained minister and

is President of Biblical Studies Ministries Interna By eavesdropping on Paul's conversation to the
tional, Inc. He is also Jane Inman's father. Philippians, we can easily perceive his victorious,

o _ o _ joyful spiritual mentality. We can summarize it by
© Biblical Studies Ministries International Inc., 1999. A”.fcgur assertions within Philippians 3:12-14.

rights reserved. For permission to copy, see our Reprin
Policy at www.bsmi.org. Direct all questions and eom o _ _ _ _
ments to us at bsmi.org. First, Paul was not satisfied with his relationship

to God. In 12a, he writes, "Not that | have already
Do you have a "story of grace" you would like to obtained all this, or have already been made per
share in our newsletter? It could be about how fectE"
you came to Christ or how you led someone to
Christ. If so, please contact Pastor Ed or email us What is it that Paul had not yet attained? Joseph Ben
at church@highlandpc.com. ¥ son comments that Paul was pursuing "complete
knowledge of Christ, of the power of his resurrection,
the fellowship of his sufferings, and conformity to his

J OY WO RTH death just mentionedE" as the context implies

Other than Jesus Himself, it is questionable whether
anyone on planet earth lived a godlier life with a

HANG I NG ON TO deeper understanding and relationship to God than

o Paul. Yet it is that active, constant pursuit of God that
(ThOUghtS on Phlllpplans 3:12-1 4) brings joy to our lives.

. If we are weak on joy, there is a good chance that we

By Pastor Ed Vasicek are not actively pursuing God. Later on, near the end
of his life, Paul could look back with satisfaction: "I

The book of Philippians is one of the most positivgyaye fought the good fight, | have finished the race, |

books of Scripture. Its theme is joy. One of the beg{ave kept the faith. Now there is in store for me the

books on Philippians at a popular level was penned R¥own of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous
Dr. Warren Wiersbe and title@e Joyful. Judge, will award to me on that dayNand not only to

me, but also to all who have longed for his appearing”
Wiersbe presents Philippians as a book about joy. {2 Timothy 4:7-8).

it, he suggests that Paul mentions four thieves of joy:

circumstances, people, material things, and worry. Hsecond, Paul had a purposelt is rough to reach
then suggests that Paul offers a solution to neutralizgyr life's goal if you do not have one! God wants His
each thief of joy: the single mind (Philippians 1), the:hildren to live for this purpose: To glorify Him in our

submissive mind (Philippians 2), the spiritual mindyajly lives (1 Corinthians 10:31).
(Philippians 3), and the secure mind (Philippians 4).
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What is the purpose of your life? In 12b, he writesents used to discipline their children; now the kids run

"Ebut | press on to take hold of that for which Christthe families." Although often sadly true, one gift the

Jesus took hold of me." For what reasons did Jesusrd has not given pastors or board members is the

Christ lay hold of you? God calls all believers to thability to bring back the past. The past forever re

purpose and responsibilities common to all regenerateains in the past. Our concern has to be how to help

believers, but then he calls us to a specific set ¢bday's people B not bemoan how inferior they are to

niches. yesterday's lot. Others will talk about a favorite pastor
in their past, and how much more they enjoyed his

We need to aim for spiritual goals we have not yetministry.

attained. God beckons us to a opportunities that will

develop us, that will demand more of us than we caimcidentally, pastors do the same thing. We talk about

give, that require us to stretch and trust God. Life isow much better church members used to be years

meant to be a purposeful adventure, but modern veago (although we do not get specific). Pastors can

sions of the faith have reduced it down to an amusénd fault with church members just like church

ment. members find fault with pastors. Such nit-picking is a
diversion from present opportunities. The past is gone

When we become satisfied with our own mediocrityP period. We all need to get over it.

we become narrow in vision and limit ourselves.

David Guzik illustrates: "When Spain led the worldFourth, Paul lunged into the future with boldness

(in the 15th century), their coins reflected their naVerse 14 reads, "l press on toward the goal to win the

tional arrogance and were inscribd@ Plus Ultra  prize for which God has called me heavenward in

which meant "Nothing Further" - meaning that SpairChrist Jesus."

was the ultimate in all the world. After the discovery

of the New World, they realized that they were not thé occasionally get discouraged with ministry. The

"end of the world" - they changed the inscription orsame problems recycle. The faces and names change,

their coinage toPlus Ultra - meaning "More Be but the problems or issues are familiar. On the other

yond." Which motto better expresses your Christiahand, years of experience have been a great asset, so |

life - "Nothing Further" or "More Beyond"? can handle them better than | once did. Still, it is dif
ficult not to get bogged down in the cycles of minis

Third, Paul refused to be a "has been.'In verse 13, try. The same is true with life.

he writes, "But one thing | do: Forgetting what is be

hindE" Maybe you have become fatigued with you family
life, your job, your church life, and B most commonly

Paul is not talking about taking an occasional strobb your walk with the Lord. If such is the case, you

down memory lane; he is talking about refusing tmeed to yourself why you are serving. God wants us

cower in the past. We have all known people who diw serve Him with boldness, not passively nor reserv

this. If you ask them what they are doing for the Lordedly.

theyOll tell you stories about what they did 20 years

ago. We can understand this when Christians af@onclusion

struggling with their health or limited by old age.People without joy refuse to seek the true source of

Sadly, this is often not the case. joy, a deepening relationship with God. That joy can
only be had if we put God first, even above our own

One of the frustrations of ministry occurs when -peofamilies. Jesus said, "Anyone who loves his father or

ple expect the pastor to turn back the clock. They withother more than me is not worthy of me; anyone

say things like, "Youth used to be this way" or “Parwho loves his son or daughter more than me is not
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worthy of me; and anyone who does not take his croggen so often we just look through our "rose-colored
and follow me is not worthy of me. Whoever finds hisstained glass windows."

life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake ] . .
will find it" (Matthew 10:37-39). In my first week of teaching clubs this year, there was

a kid who seemed really interested in learning about

Quitters and the chronically unhappy probably do ndi@ving his sins forgiven, so he came back to talk to
really believe a deepening relationship with God caff'®- ! tried to walk him through the Gospel, but he
make that much difference. They believe that thK€Pt interrupting with questions like, "Why do hunt
process of surrendering their lives to the Lord anf'S Kill deer?” and "Why do deer have down time?"
discipling themselves to study the Word and pray wilFventually, I just asked him if he wanted to talk about
make them even more unhappy. Thus they are trappBdnting or Jesus. He said, "Hunting.” During the Bi
in a vicious circle. They do not believe that the onlyP!® 1€sson, I was talking about how Jesus died and

escape from that circle is a life of surrender, so they?>® again, and the kids raisedluhis hand and said,
just keep cycling around. And then Jesus made weapons!" | had a hard time

making a segue back to the lesson then.

Paul did not have an easy life; he experienced maRy, o ,ghout the summer, | keep finding that no matter
times of misery and heartache, conflict and disap,q many times I teach the kids about trusting in Je
pointment. But he had the joy that comes from meary s tor salvation and turning away from sins, they tell
ing B a rich purpose. It was not the more familiaf,q the way to have your sins forgiven is anything but
"What's in it for me or my family?" joy, but the real ¢, i jesus. That's just a reminder that even if |
disease. It was about serving and knowing the Lord. ;o1 everything really clearly many times, the Holy

_ _ _ Spirit has to raise them from spiritual death. | can't
So check the spark plugs in your joy engine. If they, ihat.

are misfiring, you might look into a spiritual tune-up.
As the summer goes on, we still need prayer. Please
pray that | wouldn't get stuck in a routine, just teach

M I SS I O NARY ing without thinking. Pray that I'd adapt to what the
kids need to hear at the time, keeping the Gospel cen
tral. And don't forget, if you'd still like to give finan

L ETT E RS cial support, you can still do that. We need funds for
materials, transportation (I drove over 500 miles last
week), and payment to the summer missionaries so

) we can go to college.
From Andrew Swinehart... J J

We also have plenty of slots open for new clubs, so if
Hey, everyone, you'd like to host a 5-Day Club, just let us know.
Thanks, again, for your financial and prayer support.
We really need it. In case you forgot, I'm teaching 550d bless, Andrew Swinehart
Day Clubs with Child Evangelism Fellowship this

summer. From Wes LoischE

Last month, we had two weeks of training to learn

how to teach and interact with kids. That's always R€ar Pastor Ed and church family,

great time. There are so many faithful Christian§irst of all, I thank you so much for the support you
there who live out the Great Commission. It's reallj)@ve given me so far this summer! God has been do

encouraging to see the church acting like it shoulthd great things in the lives of children, summer-mis
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sionaries, and mine. As | look back over the years,d financial gift? Also, please pray for me and the
see that God has never failed to teach me somethinther missionaries who will be going to Boston with
new about Him. This year, God has really impressemie. We will be driving up, so pray especially for safe
upon me a deeper understanding of the Gospel. travel.

What is the Gospel? We all know that the Gospel i8s always, | yearn for your prayers and support,
when the LORD as judge bangs his gavel and prdVesley Loisch

nounces us justified (seen as without sin). But the

Gospel is more than just that moment in time. Th z

Gospel can be defined in one word: Christ. Christ i:rom the HabeggerSE

the Gospel. When we as believers walk out of the

courtroom, Christ gives us the power to live our live§ear Pastor, church family, and friends,

for the glory of God. This is called sanctification: theThis July is an exciting month here at CEF, Six
believer living for the glory of God and therefore be County Chapter. War is being implemented or Sa
ing conformed to the likeness of Jesus Christ. Th@n's stronghold through the ministry of ten Christ
gospel is more than just being forgiven of sin. It igyouth in Action Missionaries and two Missionary-As
also being given the power to live for Christ. Jesu§istants. Their teaching the children during the 5-Day

Christ he|ps for us in and out of the courtroom. Clubs pUtS them on the front line of the battle every
day. Just yesterday, Lyndsey cam in with a great big

It always amazes me how much children can undefadiant smile and showed me a follow-up card-indi
stand about God. They readily grasp many of thgating another child had made a conscious decision to
truths | teach as a missionary. At one club, the chitryst in Jesus as Savior. Pray for Jonah, this 7-year-
dren were all predominantly believers, so | focused ogld child who to the best of his understanding, said
how we should live our lives for Christ. | asked whatyYes" to Jesus paying his penalty on the cross. Pray
it meant to live for Christ and one little boy answeredioo for each of the missionaries going out each week
"That means that | try not to make God sad by sino have pure hearts free of burdensome sin or other
ning, but when I do sin, | ask God to forgive me, andiistraction that may hinder their teaching. Pray for
He does. That also means | try to make God happfe Holy Spirit to have His way in the life of each
by doing what He want me to do. He (God) promiseshild who hears a clear Gospel presentation. Please
He'll always be with me." This little boy then wentalso continue to pray for the financial provision of
on to quote (by memory) Hebrews 13:5-6. This ishese faithful young men and women who have -dedi
part of the two-fold purpose of why | work with CEF. cated their summer to minister for Christ. Pray for

First, | work with CEF to evangelize children, to helpcontinued discipleship for each one who makes a per
them come to a saving faith in Jesus Christ. Secondsdnal commitment to Christ.

work with CEF to disciple children, to help them in

their walk with Christ and lead them to deeper spiriln July, there will be the sharing of the Gospel mes
tual maturity. sage at Clinton, Cass, and Howard County 4-H Fairs.

_ _ _ Also, Peru Circus Days will present the opportunity
July 17-31 | will be traveling with CEF to Boston, of sharing the Gospel message with children not only

MA, for an outreach called Good News ACrosgocally, but from many states and in some cases, for
America. This outreach focuses on empowering loc&lign countries.

churches for effective children's ministry in the areas

of evangelism and discipleship. Thanks to supporthank you again for being our partners in this vital
that has already come in, | was able to pay for th@inistry.

trip!  However, this has set set back my supporg

budget by $600. Will you pray about helping me WithYour missionary directors, Larry and Bonnie
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1 2 3 4 5 Ladies' Bible |6 7
_ study, 12:15
Communion *Semi-Formal
Dance & Pizza
Party 5:30 p.m.
8 9 10 11 12 Ladies'Bible |13 14
study, 12:15
. *Sonburst
E:_felet;ratlonf of Summer - Indpls
Deacons' Mtg e, < pm, for Indians, 4:45
. . ’ Jeri Deardorff '
Creation Night 7:00 p.m.
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
New sermon Ladies' Bible
series - Psalms study, 12:15 *Sonburst
(parlor) Summer - Heat
Jesus Lodge Wave Swim
Youth - Scoops Flock Group 1 Party, 6 p.m.
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
Ladies' Bible
study, 12:15
(parlor)
. ) Elders' Mtg, 7
Creation Night
29 30 31
Jesus Lodge
Sunday Events: Sonburst
Early Service, 8:30 am "Heat
Sunday School, 9:30 am Wave"
Morning Service, 10:30 am S\|’:V'_f3 Party
. - Friaay,
BASIC Youth Group, 6:00 pm August 20,
Jesus Lodge, 6:00 pm 6 pm, at
Evening Service, 6:30 pm Fred and
Towana
Aldridges'.
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Semi-Formal Ballroom Dance & Pizza Party
Thursday, August 5 from 5:30 - 7:30 p.m.

Includes dance lesson by Pastor Ed and
Marylu. Cost is $5 for pizza. Pitch in with soda,
chips, or desserts. Guys - suits. Girls - skirts or
dresses. Parents are welcome, but no young
children please.

Indianapolis Indians Baseball Game
Friday, August 13. 4:45-11:59 p.m.

Meet at the church; return around midnight.
Cost - $9 first person, $6 for each additional in
family. Bring extra money for food. We wiill
stop for fast food on the way. Drivers transport-
ing at least two youth get a free ticket. Super-
vised children and HPC people are welcome!

Youth Events

Scoops
Sunday, August 15, 7:45-8:45 p.m.

Bring money for ice cream as we patronize this
unofficial HPC hangout after the Sunday night
meeting.

"Heat Wave" Summer Swim Party
Friday, August 20, 6:00 p.m.

For youth and families at Fred and Towana Ald-
ridges' residence. Bring $4 to pitch in for pizza.
Also bring soda,
snacks, desserts to
share. Organized by
Marsha Santen.

Highland Park Church
516 W Sycamore St

PO Box 11

Kokomo, IN 46903-0011

Visit our website at: www.highlandpc.com
Email us at: church@highlandpc.com
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